Live Peaceably
Introduction:

1. As you read the Bible, it is very clear — God balled us to live a life of peace.
Romans 12:18, 14:19
2. Did you know that God is deeply interested inqe® We see this truth evident
from Genesis to Revelation. Let’s consider a fellital facts:
. Peace is part of God’s very character (Romans 13:&rinthians 14:33;
2 Corinthians 13:11; Philippians 4:9). Jesus ismrefd to as the Prince of
Peace. Isaiah 9:6

. Peace is one of the great blessings that God gimvémse who follow Him.
Psalm 29:11, 119:165; Proverbs 16:7; Galatians; ®hippians 4:6-7
. God repeatedly commands His people to seek and@peace.

Psalm 34:14; Romans 12:18, 14:19; 2 Corinthian$1tXolossians 3:15;
1 Thessalonians 5:13; Hebrews 12:14
. Nearly all of the New Testament epistles eithelifeg end with a prayer
for peace. Example: Romans 1:7, 15:13
3. God taught His people to use the word “peaceal steandard form of greeting, and
also of wishing one another well when partingWalk Through Bethleheme
say, “Shalom.”
4, Nothing reveals God’s concern for peace morgllyithan His decision to send
His beloved Son to earth. As the supreme peacemagsus sacrificed His life on
the cross so we could experience peace both novioaevkr.

5. There are three dimensions to the peace thab@eis to us through Christ:
. Peace with God
. Peace with one another
. Peace within ourselves
6. Many people are longing for peace internally, dare very little about peace with

God, or peace with others. As we will see, thisngossible.

Peace With God

1. Peace with God does not come automaticallyesive have all sinned and
alienated ourselves from God. Romans 3:10-12, 23

2. As a result, we deserve to be eternally sephfeden God (Romans 6:23), and
are by nature the children of wrath. Ephesians 2:3

3. But the good news is, by His sacrifice on thassy Jesus has made it possible for
the enemies of God to be made at peace with Gdds€lans 1:19-20; Romans 5:1

4. Peace with God comes through faith in JesussCMWihen we believe that Christ

paid the full penalty for our sins when He diedtla cross, and we trust Him to save
us from our sins, we are instantaneously madeatgeith God. Ephesians 2:12-14



Peace With Others

1.

God’s plan is not for the Christian life to banked by strife, contention, and

discord. Through Christ’s sacrifice, the way hasrbepened to enjoy peace with

other people. Ephesians 2:14-18

This peace is sometimes referred to as “uniiipnity is not simply the absence of

conflict and strife. Unity is the presence of geruharmony, understanding, and

goodwill.

God commands us to do all that we possibly odretat peace with others, and

dwell in unity with them. Romans 12:18; Ephesiarg 4

. We are to be proactive in seeking peace, not jasging for it to come to
us. Psalm 34:14

This kind of peace will only come as we obeysheond great commandment,

“Love thy neighbor as thyself.”

Peace Within Y our self

w N

Through Christ, we can also experience genugaee within ourselves. Internal

peace is a sense of wholeness, contentment, tiaypgoider, rest, and security.

Although nearly everyone longs for this kindpeface, it eludes most people.

Why is this? Because in order for us to enjagrimal peace in our hearts, it is

predicated on you being at peace with God and baipgace with others. We see

this demonstrated in Philippians 4.

. There was some contention in the local assemblyl. $2éd to “Get it
right!” vs. 1-3

. They were saints in Christ Jesus who had placedftith in Christ (1:1),
so Paul encouraged them to commune with the Lard46

. As they communed in unity with each other, and camead with the Lord
in their hearts, what is the promise in verse 7€ péace of God! This is
internal peace.

In other words, it is impossible to experientelinal peace if we fail to pursue

peace with God and peace with others. The threemsians of peace are

inseparably joined by God’s design.

If we want to experience internal peace, we raask harmonious relationships

with God, and with those around us. Again, notic€olossians 3:10-15 how all

three are linked together.

. Their position in Christ (vs. 10-12a)

. Their Christ-like partnership with others (vs. 1P4)

. The peace of God ruling their hearts (vs. 15)

All three aspects of peace are linked togethere are at enmity with God, or at

enmity with those around us, we will forfeit intatrpeace in our hearts. The

peace of God will elude and escape us.



