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What Every Wife Needs to Succeed – Part 1 
 
Introduction: 
1. Women often baffle men, so God exhorts men in 1 Peter 3:7 to dwell with their 

wives according to knowledge.  In other words, seek to know your wife. 
2. Your wife is very different from you. Besides the obvious physical differences, 

there are vast emotional differences as well.  
• When the Bible refers to her being the weaker vessel, this doesn't mean that she 

is some fragile little thing and you have to go easy on her.  He is talking about 
something rare and delicately crafted. 

• Illustration of fine china - you don't throw it around like paper plates.  You treat 
it carefully, not just because it's delicate, but because it is valuable.  Your wife 
is the fine china that God has placed in your life as a gift. 

3. Because she is a woman, she is very different from you as a man.  She has different 
needs, a different perspective, a different way of dealing with the world, and 
sometimes, different interests.  Women can really confound men at times.  

4. Here is what I have found.  Most men are not unwilling to meet their wives’ needs; 
they are simply unaware of what those needs actually are.  We are shooting in the 
dark when it comes to understanding our wives. 

5. Tonight I would like to share with you four important terms worth remembering 
that can forever change your relationship with your wife.  These terms represent 
four all-important needs that your wife has. 

6. She has other needs of course, but these four will directly affect the nature and 
quality of your marriage.  Guys, they are a key to a happy marriage, and they should 
be our core concerns. 

 
Companionship 
1. God has made women to be highly relational, and because of this she puts a high 

value on the quality of relationship she has with you. 
• Why are women the primary buyers of romantic novels and viewers of soap 

opera-type of shows?  These things create a fantasy which conjure up all kinds 
of romantic images in which two people share an intimate relationship and love. 

• Men, have you ever watched a soap opera?  It goes on and on, day after day, 
and it never ends.  You just get to know each character deeper and deeper, and 
we think, "How stupid and corny can you get?" 

2. But here is the lesson we learn. Our wives seek to experience life with their man in 
a deep, intimate, never-ending way.  There is no particular goal in mind; they just 
want to cherish the experience of the relationship.  To them, being is more 
important than doing.  This mystifies most men. 

3. Let's go back to 1 Peter 3:7 and notice that it says, "Likewise, ye husbands dwell 
with them…"  Your wife just wants to be with you! 

4. Here is the way a man and a woman view the wedding ceremony: 
• Woman - she views it as the beginning of a never-ending relationship with a lot 

of deep sharing. 
• Man - he views it in terms of completing a goal.  "We did it," and so after the 

ceremony and honeymoon is over, he's ready to move on to other things, 
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especially his career.  For a wife, this brings unexpected disappointment and 
heartache. 

5. The more he focuses on interests outside the home, the more his wife hungers to 
have him back, to share in his experiences, to have him to be with.  She wants to 
talk to him about things going on in his and her life, to enjoy the conversation of 
companionship. 

6. Illustration of going to mall and shopping: 
• She wants to go, not necessarily to buy something, but just to wander around the 

mall together, hand in hand, enjoying each other's company. 
• That is likely to drive him crazy!  What is our attitude toward the mall, guys?  

We want to get in and get out and do it in record time.  We want to check it off 
our list of chores and go on to the next thing on the list. 

7. Men, when we take time to be with our wife, we are paying her the supreme 
compliment.  We are telling her how important she is to us.  We are expressing our 
commitment to her.  You are letting her know that you enjoy her and enjoy being 
with her.  Your wife yearns for that. 

8. It is what she expected when you placed that ring on her finger.  She took your last 
name, and that in itself says a great deal about what she expects.  More than 
anything else, she expects to have you - your presence, your interest, your 
availability.  

9. She wants and needs your companionship.  That is why Peter says to husbands, "Ye 
husbands dwell with them according to knowledge…"  
• One side-note: we can dwell physically in the same house with our wives and 

still not provide companionship.  Physical closeness does not equal emotional 
closeness. 

 
Security 
1. A woman needs the security of a man.  She needs to know he can and will provide 

for her. 
2. Even if the woman works outside the home, she needs to know that even if she 

chose not to work, that she would be provided and cared for.  Beyond any shadow 
of a doubt, she knows her husband is looking out for her. 

3. Men, we need to consider what God's Word has commanded us in  
Ephesians 5:25-29. 
• Just as you see to it that your body is cared for, you should care for your wife 

and see that she is cared for.  If our body hurts, we try to help it and relieve it, or 
if it stinks, we shower and clean it, etc. 

• As Christ sacrificed Himself for our well-being, we should be willing to 
sacrifice ourselves for our wife and her well being. 

4. At this point, maybe you should ask yourselves some questions: "Have you made 
your marriage financially sound (not wealthy or worth millions)?  Does it offer real 
security for your wife?  Can she trust you?  Are your finances under control?  Men, 
biblically, these things are our responsibility.  1 Timothy 5:8  

5. I realize that some women may have been spoiled, born into a rich home and they 
are accustomed to luxury, and the husband can never make her happy.  This is a 
spiritual problem on her part that she needs to deal with.  This is the sin of 
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covetousness.  But most women are not this way.  They simply want to know that 
their man will take care of them and their basic needs. 

6. To be fair, sometimes the woman works outside the home because both she and her 
husband have a covetous spirit.  They have set a standard of living far higher than 
they need to be happy.  If they would reduce their standard of living to a point of 
comfort, many could avoid husbands working long hours and wives pressured to 
earn a paycheck.  

7. The devil wants you to believe that the more stuff you have, the happier you will 
be. Is this true or false?  The more things you have, the more complicated life gets - 
trying to take care of them, keep them working, and pay for them. 

8. Many times you would be happier if you would simplify your life, live within your 
means, and frame your budget around the husband's income.  

9. Here is the Bible principle: The husband should love and take care of his wife just 
as he would his own body. 


