What Every Christian Needs (Part 2)

Introduction:

1. Today, you may feel very alone. But God neveended for people to go at life
alone. God said about Adafit, is not good that man should be alone...”
Genesis 2:18

2. God has created us in Christ to be a part ebapwhereby we can love, share,
serve, and give to one another. Why is this so napt? Why does the Bible put
such a high premium on this thing called fellow$hip

3. When you are in a small group, and you are éspeing life together:

First, you are being Christ-like.

Second, you gain an extended family.

Third, you understand God’s Word better.

1.

2.

lllustration : A huge class in the chapel versus a small Grisss ©f 15 people in

Bible College.

Why is this? It is because we tend to learneba@tta small group environment.

What if | were to ask you, “How many of you wouikid to understand the Bible?”

Most of you would probably raise your hand. But gl know you would

probably process and understand God’s Word in d gmoaup setting better than

you would in a big crowd like this? Why? Becausel@an faster by asking
guestions.

. Obviously, when | teach and preach to hundredsople, that is not an
environment that’'s conducive to questions and arsvirst, many of you
would never ask a question in a crowd this sizeo8e, | could never to
get to everybody.

. If I had 10 of you in my office and we were goitgdugh biblical
material, you would feel at ease to ask questiand,we could have some
great discussion.

Learning happens best by discussing and ingtgudtet me give you a Bible

example of Jesus Christ and his small group ofid@ples.

. John 13:36-14:31 is a series of questions, answ&isgue, and
clarification.
. This is only one example. For three and a halfy#as went on. It was

constant. The disciples were connected in a smaligwith Christ, and
they learned God’s Word.

. This is why He told them when He went away, “Thiagls | have taught
you, you will teach others.” (Which, by the waysisong proof that Paul’s
gospel and doctrine was different than what theédd®been taught.
Otherwise there would have been no reason for Ciorigersonally appear
to Paul by direct revelation. Paul's message andtégship was unique
from that of the the twelve).
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4. In a small group you have an opportunity to @s&stions, get clarification, and
really process what you have heard. Wrong thinkeug also be corrected (John

9:2-3. Small groups help us to understand God’s Wortkbbecause we learn

faster and better by observing biblical teachimgdi out in someone else’s life.

. Do you know how the disciples learned how to prdg? by going to a
weekend seminar on prayer. They watched Jesuslprkg.11:1

5. When you have a small group of 10 or 15 pedédre sharing life together, you
learn so much about God’s Word just by watching @oskrving other Christians
who love the Lord. You see biblical principles miadebefore your very eyes.

That's powerful!

. As they say, “More is caught than taught.”

. lllustration : Aquila and Priscilla taught Apollos in Acts 18:28. How
were they able to teach the Scriptures to thiediénd educated man? Paul
had taught them personally when he lived in themé. They heard Paul
and saw his teachings lived out firsthand. Philpgi4:9

Fourth, you have a support system through life’s stiggles.

1. Life has its ups and downs. Sometimes thisitdcdchn be devastating. In times
like this, you need somebody. You need support. Yeed prayer and someone to
care. Ecclesiastes 4:10
. You can try to act tough and act like you don’tachaaybody, but that's
exactly what it is — an act. Deep down, everybodyts to be loved and
cared about, especially when life gets tough.

. You may be here today, and you're going througba struggle (divorce,
death of a loved one, addiction, job loss, sepamagingle mom, etc.).
. You need a support system, and the best placedatfis at church.
2. Let’s go back to Jesus and His small group afii2iples.

. They went through a lot of struggles, but the tasgghlwas, without a doubt,
when their small group leader (Jesus Christ) wasllyr crucified by an
angry mob.

. Their hearts were full of sorrow, they were confijsend they were afraid.
(Are we next?)

. But the good thing is that they had each othem Rih19-21

. In John 21:1-3, Jesus shows up and comforts armbexges them. They
got through their struggle together and went ogréat ministries.
. Example: The apostle Paul had his small group. You cad admut it at
the end of almost all of his letters.
3. When you are connected to a small group of belgeand you are sharing life

together, it provides a support system througlslig&ruggles.
Fifth, you receive the accountability that you needo grow.

1. God’s plan is that every believer is to grovhis or her walk with Christ.
1 Peter 2:2; 2 Peter 3:18



. Peter was a guy who knew all about growth. He hradig from a foul-
mouthed, ill-tempered fisherman to a preacher a'&good news.

. The key was that Peter was part of a small groog,h& had accountability
at key times in his life when he needed it.

This is a central issue that explains why soynwegll-meaning believers end up by

the wayside. They quit church and go backwardtsiailty in their lives. Let me

explain what happens:

. You come to church and it excites you. You lovegheaching and
teaching. You want to come to church. You can’'tti@i the next service.
. Over time, things change. Maybe a couple of thesagess don't really hit

home with you. Maybe you’re also going through sdaough
circumstances at work or at home.

. That motivation to get up and come to church iglifiy. You miss a
Sunday one month, then a couple of Sundays anotbeth, until finally
you rarely come to church.

. Nobody calls you, and you say, “Nobody missed n@hddly cares
whether | go or not.” So you quit, and your lif&ea a spiritual nosedive.

What you really needed was a small group. A grafiypeople who know you by

name. They have your phone number, and they tarky about you. They can call

you if you start to waver, encourage you, and 8dgng in there. Don’t quit.”

Small groups are the Velcro of the church. Thelp you to be connected and help

you to stick with the family.

Let's look at Mark 9:33-36 and notice the acdabiity.

. We all need a few people who love us enough tauteWhat weneedto
hear and not what weant to hear — people who have a close enough
relationship with us to do that.

In Conclusion:

1.

2.

On a scale of 1 to 10, where would you rate yehnistian walk right now? I'm
not asking where you were 10 years ago, or a maguh but right now.

Many of you can take the next step by gettingheated to a small group. Do you
want to be Christ-like? Do you want to gain an egtsl family? Do you want to
understand God’s Word better? Do you want a sugysitem through life’s
struggles? Do you want to really grow in your Chais walk?

If the answer is “yes,” then you need a smailigr It is essential in your spiritual
walk.



