Hey Pete! Why So Reluctant to Go to the GentilesPért 1)
Acts 10

Introduction:

Acts 10 tells the story of a Gentile man byrnhene of Cornelius who, along with
his entire household, trusts Christ.
This is a very significant event in God’s Wordlawill provide a bridge from the
apostle Peter to the apostle Paul. It will alsosjle a bridge from God’s
kingdom program for the nation of Israel to thepéissation of grace today.
. Paul is sent home to Tarsus in Acts 9:30, but #gterws up again in
Acts 11:25.
. Peter dominates the early part of Acts. Acts 1-12
. Paul dominates the middle and latter part of Aktds 13-28
. Wedged in between the time that Paul was sent lamdehe time he
showed up again is this event that involves PetdrGornelius.
God knew that the apostle Paul would be thetbptisthe Gentiles, but the
church at Jerusalem would never have acceptedhhisge in program if initiated
by Paul.
God used Peter to open the door for Paul’s gnaaistry to the Gentiles. This is
why this is such a significant event in the BilMée examined this story on the
surface in a previous message.
It is so crucial to our understanding of God’sfd/that we need to delve into this
text a bit deeper and answer several key questions.

First, was Cornelius a lost Gentile or a saved Jegh proselyte?

Second, did Peter understand the revelation of thewystery and dispensation of
grace when he went to meet Cornelius?

Third, was it because of Peter’s rebellion and didmedience that he did not want to
go to Cornelius house?

1.

Some have accused Peter of being a prejudiged Wwho knew he should have

been going to the Gentiles all along, but needkdlain the seat of the pants by

God to go.

This is extremely unfair and unkind to Peter.eWhve fail to rightly divide God’s

Word and understand the unfolding of God’s purpase plan of the dispensation

of grace through Paul, we can arrive at some vesgtiptural and unkind

conclusions.

A casual reading of the first nine chaptershefliook of Acts presents a man in

Peter who is God’s man and who is sold out to hiad.

. We see Peter preaching boldly to the ones whoustctjucified Christ.
Acts 2

. We see Peter doing incredible miracles through &bdlp and power.
Acts 3, 5:12-16
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10.

11.

. We see Peter standing up boldly against Israedddeship, being
imprisoned, and his life threatened. Acts 4, 5:27-4

. We see Peter actually raising a lady from the c@dtmat praying to God.
Acts 9:36-43

. When God gave Peter the vision about CorneliugrReds praying.
Acts 10:9

This is not the heart of a prideful, stubbommg aebellious man!

Peter was a man who was working tirelesslytierrepentance and restoration of
Israel so that she might be a channel of blessirtge world. He knew that the
conversion of Israel must take place first, and ihiwhy Christ instructed the
apostles to begin at Jerusalem.

Peter was eager that the “great commission” trgghunder way so that the good
news of the kingdom might be sent to all nationsws, in fact, hungering for
the Gentiles to hear the good news of Christ aakiingdom. Acts 3:25-26

Does this sound like a man prejudiced agairss#tvation of the Gentiles? When
you read Acts 11:18, 11:23, and 15:3, you seetkigme was genuine rejoicing
among Jewish believers when Gentiles were saved.

What Peter did not understand was why God wbale him go to Gentiles while
Israel was still unconverted. This was a purposelinng the mystery of God’s
dispensation of grace which was hidden in the min@od. This information had
not been made public yet.

We look back with 20/20 hindsight and wonder Hester could miss it, but we
forget that the Bible is a book of progressive latien. Peter didn’t have all the
information we have today. He was operating basedtmat Christ had revealed
up to that point.

Paul had just been saved in Acts 9 and wasngait Tarsus. None of the
glorious truths for the dispensation of grace thatl would give to Paul had been
revealed yet.

When the time came for God to send Peter to€lios’ house, Christ didn’t
appear to Peter and say, “Hey Pete, remember wblat you? Get with the
program!” He also didn’t point Peter to an Old Besént passage to convince
him.

. It was by a special vision and special divine ratteh that God got Peter
to Cornelius’ house.
. Why? Because there wasething to point back to that would have taught

Peter to go to the Gentilbgfore Israel’'s conversion. Yes, Peter knew that
Gentiles would ultimately be converted, but it wbbethrough Israel,
notin spite of Israel.

Fourth, why was Peter so vehemently opposed to eadi the meats that God told him
to eat?

1.

When the sheet descended from heaven with #tleofarious animals in it, there
came a voice that saitRise, Peter; kill, and eat.”.0:13



Peter obviously knew that this was a vision fittwe Lord (10:14), yet he
responds;Not so, Lord; for | have never eaten anything titommon or
unclean.”

Peter had no clue as to what this vision melil{). He was probably thinking,
“Was this a test from the Lord? Is there some higldecret meaning to this
vision?”

As saved Gentiles, we are reading this todaykiting, “What's the big deal,
Pete? Dive in, and enjoy. All meats are create@bg to be received with
thanksgivingFor every creature of God is good, and nothingeadfused ...”
But we must be careful that we don’t read futeneelation into the story. Peter,
the twelve, and all the church were still law-olbgsy Jews. This included a strict
prohibition against eating unclean meat. Leviti2Q25

This was the Law of Moses and could not be tdiggrtly. To disregard it would
be a serious matter. When Christ trained the tweleeer did He indicate that
they were no longer to observe the Mosaic Law.

. Christ kept the law in totality.

. Christ instructed His followers tmbserve and do’all that the scribes and
Pharisees commanded because they occupied Mosesfsrithority.

. In some of His last words to the apostles, Chaist them that they would

ultimately make disciples of all natiori3,eaching them to observe all
things whatsoever | have commanded ydthis included the Law of
Moses.

As you read the early part of Acts, it is cldeat the disciples were not striving to

start a religious sect separate from Judaism. Wesg thetrue Israelites who had

accepted Christ as their Messiah and faithfullyeobsd the law.

. There would be no revelation to the law being daway with until it was
given through Paul.

So, naturally, Peter was quite perplexed. Hevkiiiere had to be some meaning

other than God giving him permission to break ohhe law’s commands.

While Peter was scratching his head, two thivaygpened that brought clarity to

this.

. There came a knock at the door, and there stoeé tBentile men asking
for Peter. 10:17

. The Holy Spirit informed Peter that God had seeséhmen, and
instructed him to go with them. 10:19-22



