How to Becomethe Friend of God

Romans 4

Introduction:

1. John 15:13 stateGreater love hath no man than this, that a man deyvn his life for
his friends.”If this is true, then all of us have a mighty gdodnd this morning, and that
friend is Jesus Christ. Read Romans 5:6-8.

2. “What a friend we have in Jesus!” Jesus diethercross for our sins so we could be
forgiven and gain eternal life.

3. But we all know that a friendship can’t be onded. How do we return that friendship to
God? How do we become the friend of God?

4. There is one man in the Bible who is said toheefriend of God. His name is Abraham
(Isaiah 41:8; 2 Chronicles 20:7; James 2:23). Thiferent times he is said to be the
friend of God.

5. How did Abraham become the friend of God? Letta in our Bibles to Romans 4. This
entire chapter is about Abraham, and will providehe answer.

6. The same way Abraham became the friend of Gaatygerson in here can become the

friend of God.

First, notice that Abraham did not becomethe friend of God because of good worksthat he

did.

1.

2.

Read verses 2-6. These verses make it veryttlaaAbraham wasn't justified, or made
right with God, or made the friend of God becausgome good work that he did.

Did you know that this is true of all of us? Noly becomes the friend of God by being a
“do-gooder.” Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5

Have you ever done something really good, bad kind of got real puffed up about it?
You built something and couldn’t wait to show if td somebody? Or you did something
really successful and couldn’t wait to tell someygdd

Did you know there won’t be any of that in hea? Nobody will be bragging about what
they did to get there because God has set it tipagave don’t become His friend and go
to heaven because of our good works.

Second, notice that Abraham did not becomethefriend of God because of an outward
religious ceremony.

1.

After God made His covenant with Abraham, thain him would come nations and
kings, and that God would give him all the landCainaan, look at what God said in
Genesis 17:10-12.

While this holds no significance one way or ¢tiger for us today, it was very significant
in Abraham’s day. It was a huge religious ceremwitly the baby and the parents on the
8 day of the baby’s life.

But here in Romans 4, it is made very clear Atmaham did not become the friend of
God because of some religious ceremony (vs. 9H®)vas declared righteous and made
acceptable to God way before he ever partook grgligious ceremony.



4.

A close example to this today would be the memy of baptism. Many people go
through a religious ceremony and they are baptzea baby. But the Bible is clear. We
don’t become the friend of God that way. Theredseligious ceremony that can make
you righteous and acceptable before God.

Third, noticethat Abraham did not becomethe friend of God because of keeping a law.

1.
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Let’s read verses 13-15. Many years after AbomahGod gave to Abraham’s descendants
the law, including the Ten Commandments. But th& taw was 613 different
commandments.

So Abraham didn’t become the friend of God bgping the Ten Commandments or
keeping the law. It hadn’t even been given yet wAbraham was alive.

Some people mistakenly believe that they cato g@aven and become acceptable
before God by keeping the Ten Commandments, oebpikg a list of rules, or by
striving to keep the Golden Rule.

We see clearly that Abraham didn’t become tiendl of God by keeping a law, or a
commandment, or a rule.

So if Abraham didn’t become the friend of Ggdanmy of these methods, how did he
become the friend of God?

Abraham becamethefriend of God by simplefaith alone.

1.

God made Abraham a promise. He promised hitrhnavould have a son, and that a
great nation and mighty kings would come from biag, and that his seed would one
day be a blessing to all the nations of the earth.

How did Abraham respond? Look at verse 3. Almabelieved God'’s promise. He was
declared righteous. He was made the friend of Goohe word — faith! Look at the rest
of this chapter, and you will see this recurringrtte. vs. 5, 9, 13, 16

Verses 19-22 tie it all up and make it so cthat you cannot possibly miss it.

You may say, “Okay, | see it. Abraham becaneefiend of God and was made right
before God by faith alone, but how does that affee? Abraham lived a long time ago.
God is going to show us how it applies to owed in the next couple of verses (vs. 23-25).
Jesus died for our sins, and three days later b again so that we could be justified, or
made right with God.

But how do you appropriate this in your lifeBwido we become the friend of God? The
same way Abraham did. By faith alone! vs. 24

Abraham was declared righteous and acceptatibeebGod the moment he believed
God'’s promise to him. God has made us a promige-dle promise of eternal life
through what Jesus has done for us. Titus 1:2hfh 2d425; 1 John 5:11-13;

Romans 6:23b

God has done it all. The only thing left fortaglo is to believe (vs. 24). The moment we
believe on Christ, all of our sins are forgiven av@lbecome the friend of God. vs. 7
Would you like to become the friend of God tgela



