
Fighting a Good Fight 

1 Timothy 6:12-16 

 

Introduction: 

 

1.  The apostle Paul often spoke of fighting. An example of this is in our text (vs. 

12). In his next book to Timothy he uses this same language and says, “I have 

fought a good fight…” (I think Paul loved sports.) 2 Timothy 4:7  

2.  Please understand that Paul was not advocating physical violence. We know this 

because one of the qualifications he laid down to Timothy concerning a leader for 

Christ is that he be “no striker” and “not a brawler.” 1 Timothy 3:3 

3.  Our battle today is not against flesh and blood, but against Satan and his evil plan. 

Just as God has armies of angels, Satan also has an army of fallen angels. Paul 

calls them “principalities,” “powers,” “rulers of the darkness of this world,” and 

“spiritual wickedness in high places.” Ephesians 6:12 

4.  Paul warned the believer that he had better put on the whole armor of God to be 

able to withstand the tricks and deceptions of Satan. This is the fight we are in. 

Ephesians 6:11   

5.  Paul told Timothy to “war a good warfare” and “fight the good fight.”  

1 Timothy 1:18; 1 Timothy 6:12  He told him “endure hardness, as a good 

soldier of Jesus Christ.” 2 Timothy 2:3 

 Webster’s defines the word “fight” as “to be involved in a battle or a 

struggle.” 

6.  If you are saved and know Christ, you are in the battle. The only question is, 

“How will you fight?”  

7.  Every believer should fight a good fight spiritually. You should be able to say one 

day as you are about to leave this earth, “I have fought a good fight. I have been 

faithful.” Why is this important? Why does this matter? 

 

First, because the Lord is watching. vs. 13 

 

1.  Paul makes it clear to Timothy that our Commander is watching.  

2.  We sometimes forget this simple, yet profound truth. As we live our Christian life 

and war against Satan, God is watching. He is not distant and removed from us. 

3.  This simple fact should encourage us and motivate us to fight a good fight.  

4.  God is observing us and will one day hold us accountable and will give rewards to 

the faithful. 2 Chronicles 16:9, Hebrews 4:13   

 

Second, because of the example of Jesus. vs. 13 

 

1.  Jesus Christ stood before the Roman ruler, Pontius Pilate. Jesus could have 

compromised and escaped the torture and humiliation of the cross, but He stayed 

faithful. 

2.  He stood for the truth of God and told Pilate the truth, even though it meant sure 

death. Jesus stood there and witnessed a good confession. I like the way  

Hebrews 12:2 explains it. 



3.  The writer of Hebrews exhorts the believer to remember the faithfulness of Christ 

when he or she is tempted to give in, compromise, and quit the fight.  

Hebrews 12:3  

 Christ fought a good fight and went all the way to the cross because He 

had a purpose. He knew He must make a once-and-for-all payment for our 

sins. He knew there was no other way that we could have life. 

4.  Just as the rally cry of those who fought for freedom in Texas was, “Remember 

the Alamo!” our rally cry is, “Remember Jesus!” Our Commander came to this 

earth, walked in our shoes, and fought a good fight–He witnessed a good 

confession before Pilate. He did not cower, back away, or compromise. 

5. Paul said in verse 13 that it is God that quickens (makes alive). We have been 

quickened. We have the very life and Spirit of Jesus Christ living within us to 

enable us to fight a good fight as He did. Greater is He that is in us! We are more 

than conquerors through Christ! 

 

Third, because of the return of Jesus Christ. vs. 14-15 

 

1.  Paul encourages Timothy not to quit, but to keep fighting.  Notice what Paul uses 

for motivation to Timothy in verse 14, “…until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 

2.  Paul reminds Timothy that Jesus is returning. He has gone away to heaven, but 

not for good. He will appear again. He died as a Lamb and went away to heaven 

as the rejected King. 

3.  When Christ appears the next time, it will be to take His body (the church) out of 

this world. This will begin “his times,” as the next verse tells us. 

4.  “His times” will demonstrate to everybody exactly who He is–“…the blessed and 

only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords.” vs. 15 

5.  We may lose a few battles as we fight the good fight here on this earth, but we 

know exactly who will win the war. We are on the winning side!  

6.  When Christ returns to this earth one day, it will not be as a meek and lowly 

Lamb; He will return as the Lion of the tribe of the Judah. He is coming back to 

make war with the ungodly, and He will put Satan out of business.  

 When He comes, He will have written on his vesture, “King of kings, and 

Lord of lords.” Revelation 19:16 

 He will be the only Potentate. There will nobody to dispute who He is or 

dispute His Word. 

 The kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Fourth, because of the hope of immortality. vs. 16 

 

1.  Notice that it says that He alone has immortality. Immortality in Scripture is 

connected with the body. 

2.  Christ was sinless, therefore His body was not subject to decay and corruption. 

This is why He rose from the dead, completely and totally defeating death and the 

grave. He is incorruptible and immortal! He is not subject to decay or change. 

3.  No other man has ever been sinless; nobody else has an immortal body. 



But here is the incredible part. When Jesus returns, we will share in His 

immortality! 1 Corinthians 15:52-54 

4.  This should encourage us to fight the good fight of faith. We need not fear life or 

death because we share in Christ’s immortality. We will receive a glorified body 

like Christ’s, enabling us to dwell in His light and approach unto Him.  

 

In Conclusion: 

 

1.  There is a lot to look forward to. But until that day, we must fight the good fight 

of faith. Don’t quit, don’t give in, and don’t compromise with Satan’s world 

system. 

2.  We are on the winning side. Once you are saved, you are enlisted in the army of 

the Lord, and there is no discharge. It is for life, or until we meet the Lord in the 

air at His return. 


