It Is Still More Blessed
1 Timothy 6:17-19

Introduction:

1.

In Acts 20:35, Paul gives a direct quote from the lips of Jesus Christ himself.

Jesus said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive."

o What does the word "blessed™ mean? | think we know what it means. We
say, "l sure was blessed the other day. Let me tell you about my blessing.”

o Something happened that brought joy and happiness to you.

"More blessed"” indicates that I've already been blessed. Jesus teaches that | am

more blessed when | learn how to take my existing blessings and share them with

others.

. In other words, | have the attitude that | am blessed in order that | might
be a blessing to someone else!

Many people are blessed, but they live their life using all of those blessings on

themselves, and then they die. What a wasted life. Christian—this is not God's plan

for your life. Jesus’ words are just as true today as they were when He first spoke

them.

It is still more blessed to give than to receive. God loves a cheerful giver that

understands this simple principle.

That principle is what the text before us is all about (vs. 17-19). Paul is

encouraging blessed believers to not forget where their blessings have come from.

Every believer must live in the reality of God’s blessings every day. How can you

do this? Ask yourself three questions, and answer them honestly.

First, where do my blessings come from?

1.

In verse 17, the phrase "all things" means exactly what it says—all things! It is
clearly God's grace that has given you everything you hold. It isn’t something we
deserve.

Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:10, "But by the grace of God I am what I am..."

What are you?

o Retired... by the grace of God you lived to see it. A college graduate... a
professional... a homeowner... in retail business... a city employee... by
the grace of God.

God told Israel in Deuteronomy 8:18 that it was "the Lord thy God that giveth

thee power to get wealth... "

o They forgot this, and it led to their demise.

o As grace believers, I'm afraid sometimes we forget too.

But to believe anything else is to be "highminded" (vs. 17).

J This means “to be lofty in mind; arrogant.”

o Have you ever met someone with a lot of money that was arrogant? Why?

Because he or she does not understand this truth.
When you live in the reality of God’s blessings, you give cheerfully back to God,
because you recognize that everything you have comes from God.



6.

o Illustration: Imagine somebody giving you a $500 Dunkin’ Donuts gift
card. You happen to see them in Dunkin’ Donuts, and they have bought a
small coffee and a donut hole and then realize they left their billfold at
home, and they cannot pay it. They ask you if you could help them, and
you say, “Forget it. It’s my Dunkin’ Donuts gift card. It belongs to me.” Is
this what you would do?

o No, you give to them cheerfully, because you realize that they are the very
source of your Dunkin’ Donuts blessings!

You must recognize that every blessing you have is a gift from God.

Second, where is my trust?

1.
2.

Third,

=

Notice verse 17, "nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God..."

Here is the danger of wealth—wealth can breed an attitude of self-reliance and
independence. Jesus referred to this in Matthew 13:22 and Mark 4:19 as the
"deceitfulness of riches." Wealth can deceive people into living like they don't
need God.

Jesus told a parable of a rich fool in Luke 12:16-21. His problem was his attitude.
It wasn't that he was rich—he was trusting in his wealth instead of trusting in God,
and it was gone overnight.

Wealth is very uncertain, as Paul says here in verse 17. Let’s look at

Proverbs 23:4-5.

o Illustration: The sudden deaths of Anthony Burger (44) and Kirby
Puckett (45).
. Our wealth will be left to others and most likely be gone in 2 to 5 years.

To get caught up in accumulating wealth is absolutely ridiculous.
Grace givers shouldn’t build their life on the accumulation of wealth, but on their
relationship with Christ.
Be honest with yourself, what do you love more, your money or Christ? Your
house or Christ? Your car or Christ? God simply wants you to love Him more
than anything else in this world. He wants to be the center of your trust, your love,
and your affection.
o Trust in God; not in your wealth.
You may say, "I think I love Christ more than these other material things, but how
can | know for sure? This brings us to our last point.

why do | live?

Verse 18 is the response to the truths of verse 17.

Remember, giving is a demonstration of our love for Christ. This is the ultimate

proof that you really believe points 1 and 2 of this message. You've heard the

expression "talk is cheap.”

o The grace givers don’t just talk about it. You can see the proof of their
love for Christ in their receipts and bank statements. They live to give.

Verse 18 is explaining how the Spirit-filled believer enjoys the worldly riches

God has given him. He enjoys them by:



o Doing good for others.

J Doing good works.
J Living to give.

4. We can say we believe points 1 and 2, but if we are greedy, selfish, and stingy
(we live to buy and acquire), then we truly haven't come to understand these
truths. God will keep working with you until you do realize them, because He
loves you and wants to be close to you.

o You may continue to prosper materially, but be miserable in other areas
until you realize that Christ is your only resource.

5. Do we live to give? Ephesians 4:28 is very insightful.

o Here is the attitude a godly believer must possess: view your resources as
an opportunity to manifest the grace of Christ.

o Jesus said to his disciples in Matthew 10:8, "Freely you have received,
freely give."

In Conclusion:

1. Do we live in the reality of God’s blessings every day? Let's review our three
questions?

o Where do my blessings come from? Hopefully you can honestly answer,
“Everything | have, God has given to me.”

. Where is my trust? Hopefully your trust is in God, not in your wealth.

o Why do | live? Hopefully you can say, “I live to give.”

2. The result of this kind of life will be revealed in heaven. You are investing in
things which have eternal value. Everlasting joy will be yours as you behold, in
the ages to come, the eternal dividends of your giving.

o Illustration: Money is kind of like bubbles; it is uncertain how long they
will last, but you know they won't last forever,

3. What you keep, you lose forever, but what you give away with a right heart will

turn into eternal fruit that you will enjoy forever.



