3John: Verseby Verse

Verses1-2
Versel
1. The apostle John is writing to a man by the nafr@aius.
2. We are not sure who this man Gaius is. Some $pweulated that it could be the

same Gaius that helped the apostle Paul in Ac919r the Gaius that was saved

under Paul’s ministry in Corinth.

This is not very likely, because it sounds dkig Gaius was a personal convert of

John’s (vs. 4). Gaius was a very common Roman name.

This man was probably a Jewish man (look a?vthat used a Roman name for

convenience in the business world. This was vemgroon. The apostle Paul used

the name Paul in the Roman world, but his Jewishenaas Saul.

John loved Gaius very much, and their relatigmafas built upon God’s truth.

There is no better way to love people than to ken in the truth. This is a true

love.

. 1 Corinthians 13:6 teaches that true I6Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but
rejoiceth in thetruth.”

. True and lasting relationships, whether they argiages or friendships,
must be built upon truth. If they are built uporytiring else they will
crumble when the storm winds blow.

Verse?2

It appears from this verse that Gaius was soffdvoth physically and materially.
Keep in mind, the Jewish epistles (Hebrews-Jade)written within the context
of being directed at the believing remnant of Isna¢he last days.

. Because they are written on this side of the cith&se is much doctrinal
overlap with the dispensation of grace that Pawitevabout, that we live
in today. So, there are some wonderful exhortationss today.

These Jewish letters will begeeat source of encouragement and doctrinal

instruction for Jews that are living in the lasysl®defore Christ returns to earth.

For example, in the last days we know that titeclarist will launch an all-out

attack against Israel, and they will be forceddatter to other nations or into the

wilderness. They will suffer both materially (thegnnot buy or sell), and
physically.

It appears that Gaius has even been ostragizad local church (vs. 9-10). He

was suffering in his physical health and mateeaburces. Yet, notice that his

soul was prospering. He was spiritually strongeaslhng to truth.

What a lesson we learn from this. You hear somprosperity preaching today

that says, “If you're living right and in His wiind giving your tithes, God will

bless you materially and you will be healthy anwhficially prosperous.”

According to this verse, material prosperity ghgsical health are not a measure

of godliness.



8. You cannot use your physical condition as afnater to decide if you are
faithful and pleasing to God. Gaius was struggbogvardly, but was rich in his
inner man. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18; 1 Timothy 6:5-8

9. Another example of this is Epaphroditus in Ripilans 2:25-30. He was sick and
“nigh unto death.”Why?“For the work of Christ...”

10. Here we have examples of two men who werelscluse of their faithfulness
to truth.

11. In the last days, the believing remnant ofdbkveho dare to stand against the
antichrist and cling to God’s truth will suffer 8kGaius, but Christ constantly
encouraged the little flock and assured them tieit sacrifices will be rewarded
a hundredfold in the kingdom. Matthew 19:29
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