David’'s Great Sin
2 Samuel 24, 1 Chronicles 21

Introduction:

1. What if | were to ask you, “What was David’s grsin”, what would you say?
Your answer would probably have something to dd\Wis adultery with
Bathsheba or his murder of Urriah. Actually it weether one. It is found here in
our text.

2. David numbered the children of Israel. He bdsic@nducted a census. You are
thinking, “What is so bad about that?” Two things meed to understand:

. First, God had instructed Israel under the law ttatn they took a
census, every man was to gitlkee redemption moneyas an offering to
the Lord. This was not done. God’s Word was congagnored.

Exodus 30:11-16

. Second, David’s pride was what led him to numbergéople. David had
won a number of great victories and he wanted s bathe glory of his
successes. This national census was for his ghotyGod’s glory. vs. 2 —
“That | may know...”

3. David’s heart was full of prideful rebellion. ou remember what God told Saul
when he was full of pride and rebelled against Gb&amuel 15:23
. Do you remember why Satan fell? Pride and rebellgmah 14:12-14

4. After David’s sin of adultery and murder he séidhave sinned.” These were

sins of the flesh. But after David’s prideful re@t in numbering the people, he
said,”l have sinned greatly."These were wicked, premeditated sins of the heart.
5. Truly this was David’s greatest sin. His sinhmdathsheba was a family matter
with only a few involved. In this sin here in oeixt, 70,000 people died because
of David’s prideful rebellion against God.
6. From this story | believe we can learn how toid\prideful rebellion against God
and His Word.

First, by understanding that we never outgrow tempétion

1. We may outgrow diapers, a pacifier, a little wembjon, and a tricycle, but we
never outgrow temptation.

2. 1 Chronicles 21 gives to us a parallel accofittiie story. Noticeverses 1-2.
Satanprovoked David, and David fell prey to Satan’s deceptions.

3. David was not an inexperienced youth when thjgplened. He was a seasoned

soldier of the Lord who had walked many miles wita Lord and won great
victories for God.
. I’'m reminded of Peter. He walked with Christ peraibnfor three and a
half years and thought he was invincible. He foantdifferently.
4. If we're not careful, we can get kind of cockydastart thinking that we are good
Christians, and how lucky God and the church ateate us. That can change
quickly. David found this out, didn’t he?



Think about these verses — 1 Corinthians 1(Pi@yerbs 16:18, 28:26 (If Satan
can't get you with outward fleshly temptations,lhely and wiggle his way into
your heart and your thinking processes). Peter Vateteto “Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as ariag lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devout.Peter 5:8

Second, by listening to the wise counsel of others

1.

wn

Joab and the captains in David’'s army tried @aonaDavid and advised him
against this. vs. 3-4, 1 Chronicles 21:3-4

. Joab, himself, was a very self-willed, rebellioogt ®f guy, yet he knew
that this would only lead to problems and triedigsuade David from
doing it.

Bottom line - David was too prideful and stubbtw listen to anybody.

Many times, God works through people to warrreisyuke us, encourage us, and
admonish us in or walk with Christ. What shoulddoe attitude? Ephesians 5:21;
Titus 2:3-5; 1 Peter 5:5

Sometimes we are convinced that we are doingghething, but it is not right,
and we need to listen to others. Proverbs 12: 8, 9:

Third, by reminding ourselves of sin’'s consequencgss. 10-15)

1.

Sin brings misery, pain, corruption, and dedtiis is an eternal principle that
will never be proven wrong.

. Romans 6:23 “The wages of sin is death...”

. Romans 8:6 “For to be carnally mind is death...”

. Romans 8:13 “For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die...”

. Galatians 6:8 “For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the fleshp
corruption...”

. James 1:15 “Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth foritty, &and

sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.”
We know that sin carries serious eternal coresecgs for the lost person who is
without Christ. They will suffer the consequencestdrnal death and damnation
from the presence of the Lord.
But sin also carries consequences for the sa@esibn as well (most of the verses
we read were written to saved people). David krieniiord, yet his sin brought
tragic consequences.
Oh the pain, guilt, and excruciating burden Dawust have felt as 70,000 men
lost their lives and David knew that his rebelleomd disobedience to God had
caused it. David should have contemplated sin’sequencebefore he rebelled.
Sin always carries a price tag with it. Nobodgts away” with sin. It robs us of
our joy, peace, and contentment. It brings bondpgi@, and misery to us and to
those affected by our actions. It has a trickle-d@ffect to every other area of
our lives.
When we are tempted to rebel against God we toeesmember this. When we
make unwise and ungodly decisions, there is a poipay.



10.

David ends up genuinely repenting of his sin {617), buys a piece of land,
builds an altar, offers a sacrifice, and the plagas stayed. vs. 18-25

But despite David’s repentance, damage had tee®. Nothing could undo that
damage in the lives of people and families. Notldagld take away that
excruciating knowledge that David’s sin had broutig death and misery.
When we make ungodly choices, is God mercifd8\Does He strip us of our
salvation? No! When we truly are grieved and we foom our rebellion, does
He hold it against us? No! But the consequencestdréhere, aren’t they?

We must remember this and abstain (flee) freeme¢he appearance of evil.



