Eating at the King’s Table

2 Samuel 9

Introduction:

1. This chapter contains the heartwarming stofaifid and Mephibosheth. It all
started when, one day, King David decided to s#eeife was any relatives left of
the old king, King Saul.

2. Typically, new kings wanted to find and kill d&ody who was left of the former
king’s house. But this was not the case at all.

3. David wanted to find them so that he could skioewn kindness. Why? For
Jonathan’s sake (vs. 1). Jonathan was King Samfisad David’s best friend.
Jonathan was dead, but David wanted to do sometindegn his memory.

4. It ends up that they can only find one persarnwas one of Jonathan’s sons. His
name was Mephibosheth, and he was lame on bothHeetas crippled. vs. 3

5. This young man was in a totally alienated positiefore David sought him.
Because of his association with the former regimaprmal cases he would have
been considered an enemy of the throne. Mephiblosheind of himself had no
hope.

6. Yet, this man was taken from an alienated pwsiind restored fully to the king,
and was given an exalted position at the king'tetés. 5-7, 11, 13). Wow! What
a story.

7. But, did you know that if you have placed yaaitt in Christ, you have basically
the same story? Every person can overcome hisr@lieeated position from
God Almighty, and find total acceptance with theé iof kings. We can eat at the
King’s table!

8. How? Let’s examine this story and make applzato our lives.

First, we must accept the fact of our alienation.

1.

2.

Just like Mephibosheth, we were born into thengrfamily.

. He was born into the house of Saul. Saul was, ofs&) a picture of Satan
- full of rebellion and disobedience to God. Saud &is family were
rejected by God because of their sin and rebelMephibosheth was born
into a rejected family.

. But guess what - so were all of us (not physicdliyt, spiritually)! The
Bible teaches that all of us were born into Adafaisily (Romans 5:12),
and Satan was our father (John 8:44). We wereremldf disobedience.
Ephesians 2:2

. Like Mephibosheth, we were alienated from God bseaue were born
into the wrong family.

Just like Mephibosheth, we were crippled frofala

. Mephibosheth was lame on both feet. He could n¢k.wa

. The first man, Adam, experienced a fall in the @ardf Eden. We call it
the fall of man. Adam passed that fallen nature démwmankind. Paul
said,“By man came death...in Adam all diel"Corinthians 15:21-22



We experienced a fall in Adam. We have been crippfaritually by a
fall. Romans 3:23, 6:23

We cannot achieve or attain heaven by pulling dueseup by our own
bootstraps through our own self-effort. We've begppled by a fall.

3. Just like Mephibosheth, we had nowhere to go.

He lived in Lo-debar (vs. 4-5). This means “no past’ Mephibosheth
was left to scour barren, dry wasteland to try getrhis needs.

What a description this is of this present, eviriblt promises people
pleasure, peace, and prosperity, but it can dampt remedy our sin
problem and give us peace with God. The world @anathing to fill the
innermost spiritual needs of our soul.

4. Just like Mephibosheth, what an alienated pwsive were in. We were born into
the wrong family, crippled from a fall, with nowleeto go.

Second, we must realize that mercy is being offerddbm the King.

1. David went seeking for Mephibosheth. vs. 3-5

David called for the servant (Ziba), and sent himto find
Mephibosheth. David made the first move. WithouviDdaking the
initiative, Mephibosheth would have remained irafianated position.
This reminds me of 2,000 years ago, when God senBon into this
world. Why did God the Father do this? 1 John A%fovides the answer
- “That we might live!”

You may wonder, “Does God love me? Does God waninnits

family?” My friend, God has already made the firgive. Christ gave
Himself a ransom for all on the cross. He said] tié lifted up, | will
draw all men unto me.” John said that Jesus"wasbe true light that
lighteth every man that cometh into the world.”

God has sent His Son and given His Word to seekama invite you to
His table!

Mephibosheth could have rejected David’s invitatioat how foolish that
would have been. How foolish for us to reject Gadistation.

2. David accepted Mephibosheth just the way he was.

Notice Mephibosheth’s words in vs. 8. But noticevida words in vs. 7.
Mephibosheth was crippled, yet David took him in.

Some people think, “God would never want me or ptoee in His
family. I'm too bad. I'm too unlovable. I've doned many sinful things.”
Paul said thatChrist Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
Illustration : Maniac of Gadara — Jesus passed by!

Ziba said, “David, there’s one son, but he’s crgab! David said, “Go get
him and fetch him to me. | want him at my table!”

3. David showed Mephibosheth kindness for Jonathsake. vs. 1, 7

David didn’t do this because of what Mephiboshett to offer him. He
did it because of Jonathan, his best friend. Ttegrhade a covenant
(2 Samuel 18:3), and because of that covenant Dnaded
Mephibosheth kindness.



. Two thousand years ago, another covenant was nededn God the
Father and the Son. It was sealed through the lmidlesus shed on the
cross for our sins. This covenant provides forfdngiveness of sins to all
those who will place their faith in Christ and wiiég has done.

. Just like David had mercy on Mephibosheth beca@idermathan, God the
Father has mercy on us, and receives us base@boovenant made on
the cross at Calvary. Ephesians 4:3@r(Christ’'s sake”);

Colossians 1:14

In Conclusion:

1.

2.

3.

Mephibosheth was shown mercy by the king, butdhdistop there. It wasn't

simply that he received mercy instead of judgmemnfthe king. He also

received an exalted position from David.

David restored to Mephibosheth all the land adilSvs. 7

. Through Christ, God has restored to me all thast in Adam. In Adam, |
lost life, in Christ, | have gained life. In Adairpst fellowship with God,
in Christ, | have been made acceptable to Godcandow live daily in
His presence.

David had someone provide for Mephiboshethhall he needed. vs. 9-10

. Just like David sent servants to do the work fopMbosheth, God sent
His Holy Spirit to indwell me and do the work of Gthrough me!

. I don’t have to serve God through my own fleshlipef Colossians 1:29

David gave Mephibosheth a place at the kinditetavs. 13

. If you are saved today, God has given you an exglbsition in Christ.
Ephesians 2:6

. You were once alienated with no hope, but now yeusaated in heavenly

places for all eternity!



