Forgiving the Banished
2 Samuel 14

Introduction:

1.

© N

Families have problems — that is a fact of lifdon’t care if it is a Christian
family or a lost family; they are both going to legwroblems to work through
from time to time.

In chapter 13, King David’s family was rippeda#p David’'s son raped his step-

sister. Absalom, David’s other son, sought revemgais perverted brother and

killed him. And you thought your family had problst

After this turn of events, Absalom fled (13:3HE fled to the land of Geshur,

where his wife’s family was from. He was there tioree years.

. David had a daughter that has been sexually asgaaltson that was
dead, and another son that he had no communioatibrat all.

David still loved Absalom, but there was obvigusome bitterness and

unforgiveness in David’s heart that wouldn’t all®avid to send for Absalom,

and reconcile with him. 13:37-39

Joab (David’s general) perceived this (vs. &)l devised a plan to convince David

to forgive Absalom, and bring him back home (v8)2Jdoab had a wise woman

help him tell David a fictitious story about hepgpwsed two sons. vs. 4-11

After David basically cornered himself, the wangegan to explain to David

why he needed to forgive his son (vs. 12-14). lyrakvid conceded and brought

Absalom back home (vs. 21), but still didn’t fuftyrgive him until the end of this

chapter. vs. 33

Forgiveness can be a very difficult thing to get, it is so needed.

Absalom had been banished (pushed off) for theaes, and desperately needed

his dad’s forgiveness. Is there somebody that yue banished from your heatrt,

or from your presence, and refuse to forgive?

. Maybe your heart is not in a state of readinedergive. Hopefully this
message will be like a soaking rain on your heart], soften your heart to
forgive.

Let's examine what this woman told David abobtiwe needed to forgive

Absalom, and apply it to our lives. Why should yorgive?

First, because our unforgiveness hurts others — v&3

1.

2.

She said, “David, you are hurting the peopl&ofl by not fetching home again
your banished son and forgiving him.”

Sometimes believers mistakenly think that theya hurting anybody but the
person they won’t forgive when they hold on todgitiess. But this simply isn’t
true.

The Bible likens believers to a body (1 Coriatis 12:27). We are all members of
that body. Could you imagine if the members of vioody had the ability to hold
grudges against each other?



. lllustration : The legs hold a grudge against the toe becaiséioken,
and the legs refuse to walk. The ear causes theetbdaurt, so the head
holds a grudge against the ear. The tooth causgawhto hurt, so the jaw
refuses to move so you can't talk.

. When you are out of sorts with another person énbibdy of Christ, it is
like an ear that is out of sorts with a head, tweawith a foot, or a finger
with a hand. 1 Corinthians 12:14-16, 20-21

You need to forgive so that the body of Chrést éunction effectively and

efficiently. You hinder the cause of Christ whemuywarbor unforgiveness.

. This is such a bad testimony to the lost world ttegs not know Christ.
Philippians 1:27

| wonder how many members of the body are giinthome this morning instead

of functioning as useful members in the body ofi€hWhy? Because years ago,

they messed up and somebody wouldn’t forgive theerd,it destroyed them. Or,
somebody else hurt them and they refused to forgive

This can happen! In fact, in the church at Garithere was a young man that had

gotten involved in sexual sin. It was bringing skeampon the church. The church

had come down hard on him (which they should hawug)the boy had repented
of his sin.

. The church was obviously having a hard time forggvihis young man,
so notice what Paul says in 2 Corinthians 2:6-8:

. Paul said to forgive him and comfort hinfeenfirm your love toward
him.” Why? Lest hébe swallowed ugakin to drowningwith overmuch
Sorrow.”

. Paul said, “You are going to discourage and degtralyyoung man. He is

going to drown in sorrow.”

There may be people in this condition today.yTten’'t get over the fact that they

hurt you. They are hungry for your forgiveness, aachfort, and love.

. The word “comfort” means “to call near; invite; wke.” It is the idea of
putting your arms around them and saying, “I kn@u didn’t mean it,
and even if you did, | forgive you.”

. This is the way the body of supposed to work. ¢ liead hurts, the legs
carry the body to the store, the arm and handsthemedicine, the eyes
read the dosage, the fingers open the packageuridip your mouth,
etc.

. But the shame of it is that this doesn’t alwaysg®apin the body of
Christ. Our attitude is, “They hurt me and disapped me. They can beg
for forgiveness and desire restoration all theytwanbut they aren’t
getting it.” This is so diametrically opposite betway grace teaches us to
act. Ephesians 4:32

Sometimes we will offer a half-hearted forgivesieThis is what David did to

Absalom at first (vs. 23-24). Forgiveness that doascomfort and love the other

person is not a true forgiveness.

Do you know what this does? It opens the do@atan. Notice Paul’s

admonition in 2 Corinthians 2:10-11. cf. Ephesidri’



. Many marriages have dissolved because of this issuerforgiveness.
One or both spouses simply won't forgive. Colossiari9
> As one frustrated husband said, “Every time my \aifd | get in a
spat, she gets historical.” His friend said, “Doyoiu mean
hysterical.” The husband said, “No historical — ghalways
bringing up the past and holding it against me.”

> Many times, that husband or wife is drowning inreat, and then
Satan sends some other person to try to take dvesrysbrrow.
This is how marital infidelity can take place.

. Many children simply can’t deal with the fact thlagy have hurt their
parents and desperately need the forgiveness iofodw@nts. Many
children have been hurt by their parents deeplg,samply will not
forgive them.

. Many friendships have been fractured because airgiveness or half-
hearted forgiveness, which is not forgivenesslat al

In Conclusion:

=

Unforgiveness hurts others. That is what thsewvoman told David, and how

true it is!

2. You don't just hurt yourself and the person woé bitter at, but you hurt others,
and you hurt the church and the cause of Chriatwalsole when you harbor an
unforgiving spirit.

3. Are there grudges that you need to let go adiyB8dlust as Absalom was banished
from his dad’s presence, are there people you baneshed from your presence,
or maybe banished in your heart and spirit?

4. Let’s end with Colossians 3:12-13s Christ forgave you, so also do ye.”

Next week — Part 2 of this message!



