
• An absentee father is a father who has little or no 
______________ impact or influence on his child’s life. 

• Why are there so many children with absentee fathers 
today? 

- Stressful, ________ lives 

- An unbalanced drivenness in __________ areas 
(work, sports, hobbies) 

- ______________ 

• Ephesians 6:4 is clear. Men must assume their God-
given responsibility and refuse to become absentee 
fathers. 

• Why are fathers so important in children’s lives? 

1. Dads prepare the child to ________ the apron 
strings from mom. Ephesians 5:31 

• The bond between mother and child is one of the most 
powerful of human ties.
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• But the child must grow ________ from this strong bond 
until finally the child achieves full separation from her as 
an individual adult. Genesis 2:24; Ephesians 5:31 

• This is God’s ________, and the father plays a key role 
in this process.  

2. Dads provide the child much needed _______ 
and acceptance. Ephesians 6:4 

• The power of a father’s love is incredible. Why is this? 

• Children view their father’s love as a ____________ 
rather than a given. When dad affirms them, it speaks to 
them that they have been ____________ in love. 

3. Dads prepare the child for ________________. 
Psalm 78:1-7 

• Many father-deprived men are not effective fathers 
themselves. Why is this? They simply don’t ________ 
how to father because they never had a good father 
model. 

• But here is the good news. It can be ______________. 

• It begins with a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Then your heavenly Father will ________ you through 
His Word how to become the father your child needs.
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