How To Become A Worthy Laborer
1 Corinthians 3:5-17

Introduction:

1. This is Labor Day weekend. This is a holidayasatle to honor the working class in our
society. | think that’s a great idea!

2. Work is a biblical principle, and the conceptafrk was instituted by God before Adam
and Eve ever fell into sin. There are great besefitd rewards that come to us through
laboring (a feeling of worth, money to meet ourdsekeeps us busy and out of trouble,
etc.).

3. But did you know that the most important wor&tttve will ever do is the labor that we
accomplish for God? What a pity that so many pe@ptduding believers) spend very
little of their time on this earth laboring in Gedervice.

. We get so enamored with this life that we forgetr¢his a life to come.

4. In eternity, all of us will stand before God amitl give an account for our lives. If we
have labored for God in a worthy manner, God sagswil receive a reward from His
hand. vs. 14

5. So the question is, “How can we be laborersSod who will one day be worthy of a

reward?” Our text gives us a clear and concise answ
First, by building our lives on theright foundation

1. What is the right foundation? (vs. 11) The rifgindation is a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ. If we do not possess this, thenabyr iwe do for God is in vain. Look at
what Paul says at the end of verse 10 right befose

2. You cannot build if you don’t have a foundatitinyou try, everything will eventually
crumble.

3. This is where many people get confused. Thegrl&dy God, hoping that if they do enough
good works they will be accepted by God. But thiabsolutely futile. Ephesians 2:8-9

4. When we believe the gospel of Jesus Christ éawur faith and trust in Christ alone,
God saves us. We become His children, and we aepted by God. Now a foundation
has been laid in our life.

5. We now labor for Gollecause we are savedyecause we are now God’s children,
because we have a relationship with God through His Sessud Christ.
. | don’t do things for Deniece to become her husbadd things for her because |
am her husband.
6. So without this foundation, our works and lafmrGod mean absolutely nothing.

Matthew 7:22-23

Second, by cooperating with our fellow laborers

1. The Corinthians had a serious problem in theurch. People in the church were
choosing up sides and trying to pit leaders ag&ash other. vs. 4
2. The apostle Paul rebuked them for their divisipeit, and reminded them in verses 5-8:

. We are all laboring for the same cause. We're ersdme team.
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. We are all laborers together — each has a partt isuGod who gives the
increase.

. God'’s plan is for us all to labor together as ariel:10

Do you think the problems that plagued the Gbiam church can happen today? Can

believers in the same church become envious atalgaf each other and become

adversarial?

People can become very territorial (it'y ministry), and become consumed with who

gets more attention and who gets more limelightdegs and those doing ministry can

become self-absorbed and lack a cooperative spthtother people in other ministries.

If we develop this kind of attitude, we will no¢ found worthy laborers, and will not

receive rewards from the Lord when we stand befine

Third, by keeping our motives pure
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Look at verses 12-13. There are two differets eématerials we can use to build our

lives.

. Gold, silver, and precious stones

. Wood, hay, and stubble

Which would you rather build with?

He uses this analogy because, one day, ourfab@od will be put through the fires of

judgment.

. If our works consisted of wood, hay, and stublieytwill be burned up, and we
will have nothing. If our works were gold, silvemd precious stones, they will be
brought through the fire, and we will receive a aesv vs. 14-15

At the end of verse 13, we leafn,the fire shall try every man’s worf what sort it

is.”

So God will see perfectly what kind of workst God observes not only what we do, but

He sees into our hearts while we are doing it. R@ks what is in our heart, and why we

are doing it.

If our heart and motives are not pure, no matteat our labor may have been, it is going

to burn up. It is a good idea to constantly segaulr heart and ask yourself, “Why am |

doing what | do for God?”

. “Am | doing it to please the pastor, my spouse,pgakents, my youth pastor,
other believers, etc.?”

. “Am | doing it to be noticed and because | like #ttention and praise | receive?”

. “Am | doing it because | like the feeling of powegives me?”

. “Am | doing it because nobody else will do it anii¢l obligated?”

Or, am | doing it out of pure love for my Savidesus Christ?
If we are one day to be found worthy of a reward motives must be pure.

Fourth, by maintaining a holy walk with God

1.

Verses 16-17 are quite instructive for the velieOur bodies are the temple of God.
God'’s Spirit dwells inside of us. Therefore, we glddkeep our bodies holy, morally
pure, and clean.



What good is it to labor for God if we are ligifilthy lives? What good it is to serve God

on Sunday, but live impure lives during the week?

. [llustration: | have dirt and grime all over my clothes, mudnoy shoes, and |
come into the house and begin to vacuum the céop&eniece.

No matter how much we labor for God, if our Bw@ntradict what we say we believe,

our service will receive no reward before the Lord.

This doesn’t mean we are going to live perfeets. Nobody has ever done that except

for Jesus Christ. But it means that we are singenetleavoring to live a holy life and

making sure that our walk on Monday matches olrdal Sunday.

In Conclusion:

1.

What an honor to stand before our Lord and 3and receive a reward! But that won’t
happen by accident. It will be because of choicevave made and priorities we have

established.
How about you? Will you receive a reward? Are laboring for the Savior? Verse 8

sums it up.



