How toBea TrueFriend

1 Samud 19

I ntroduction:

1. Proverbs 17:17 teachés, friend loveth at all times, and a brother is lofor
adversity.”

2. There is nothing like a true friend. True, kshlifriends are not easy to come by;
they are rare. Do you know how you gain a truenfiizBecome a true friend!
Proverbs 18:24

3. The concept of friendship is all throughout Bikle. Jesus said to his disciples,
“Henceforth | call you not servants... but | haveledlyou friends..."John 15:15
. The apostle Paul had many friends according to A@t31 and Acts 27:3.

4, Here in 1 Samuel 19, David is in constant dabgeause King Saul has issued a
death warrant against David (vs. 1). King Saul kaeying to take David's life,
but Saul does not succeed because David has friends

5. Of course, his best friend was the Lord, whihésunseen hand protecting David

all throughout this chapter. But God uses Davigéntls each time. What lessons
we learn about friendship in this chapter! Do yesice true friends? What are the
marks of a true friend?

First, atruefriend alwaystellsyou thetruth. vs. 1-3

1.

Saul now goes public with his desire to see Ddeiad (vs. 1). But Jonathan,
Saul's son, was one of David's dearest friend4.(B3: Jonathan proves his
friendship by warning David of his dad's wrath. 2s.

This was not what David wanted to hear, butaswhat Davidcheeded to hear.

I'm sure it hurt David and devastated him insidg,he had to know the truth.
Jonathan told David, “I'm going to go and talkry dad while you stay in hiding,
and | will tell you everything he says.”

True friends always tell you the truth, evert i$ not what you want to hear. But
they do it out of love and concern. Proverbs 27:6

Jonathan saw that David was walking into reabea, so he got David aside and
warned him. This is what a true friend does. Ifiarfd sees that you are walking
into danger (maybe due to sin, bad choices, or q@éeple), he tells you face to
face.

If you mislead people, and don't shoot straigbty will never be a friend that
others can trust. A true friend is a person thagmhe tells you something, you
know it's true. John 15:15

Second, atruefriend strivesto be a peacemaker. vs. 4-7

1.

2.
3.

Jonathan was such a great friend. He went ttoldas dad for David. He wanted
so much for there to be peace, not contention arid. Read verses 4-7.
He“spake good of David unto Saulvs. 4

Jonathan plays the role of a mediator, and trboDgvid to Saul. vs. 7



4.

Do you know why so many people can't seem tp kefeiend? There are two
reasons:

. They have a loose tongue that is quick to findtfaotl speak evil of
others. Proverbs 16:28, 17:9
. They possess a contentious spirit. Proverbs 26220-2

Unfortunately, some people seem to thrive oratieity and contention. This
kind of person must overcome this fleshly tendethcgugh Christ, or they will
never be true friends, nor will they be able togkedriend. Romans 14:19

A true friend is a peacemaker. Ephesians 4:2-3

atruefriend isalwaystherein thetime of need. vs. 8-17

Israel went to war again in verse 8, and Dawvickoagain was a war hero. That
evil spirit of jealousy and envy once again camerufaul, and he again tried to
kill David. vs. 9-10

David fled to his house, but Saul had men watghim, ready to kill him the
next morning (vs. 11). David's wife (Michal) camgwith a creative plan to
deliver David from her father, King Saul. vs. 12-16

By helping David, Michal was putting her own kemn the line. It didn't matter
that she was Saul's daughter. Do you remember iba&vas prepared to kill his
own son, Jonathan, in chapter 147?

You may say, “But | thought this was a messdgriifriendship. Michal was
David's wife.” Your best friend in the whole wordtiould be your spouse. When
you're in a time of need, your spouse should betigeyou know you can trust to
be there for you.

Many people want a friendship that is one waatTs, they want the other
person to give and give, but when it's their tarigive, they aren't so interested.
Proverbs 17:17, 18:24; John 15:13

Being a true friend sometimes means sacriftamelans giving of yourself
sacrificially and helping others. Have you ever hddend that just wants to suck
every bit of life out of you, but isn't interestedgiving anything back in the
relationship?

This isn't Christ-like and this isn't true fraship. A friend is always there in the
time of need. 1 John 3:16-17

Fourth, atruefriend providesa spiritual refuge. vs. 18-24

1.

2.

David is on the run again in verse 18. To wharesthe flee? Who else? Good old
Samuel!

Samuel was faithful, consistent, and a prayeriara Saul sent men to arrest
David, but they couldn't. Why? Every time they wibabme close to Samuel, the
Spirit of God would overcome them, and they wouddih to prophesy and praise
God. vs. 19-21

Finally, Saul decided to go himself. He went¢heith evil intent, but before he
knew it, he was also overtaken by God's Spiritla@aevas joining in on the praise
and worship service that old Samuel was leading22<3



. Saul was so overtaken by God's Spirit, he tooksffarmor and royal
robes, and was laying prostrate in worship of AlmtygGod (he wasn't
completely unclothed). vs. 24

4. God providentially protected David through Sahsuspiritual intervention and
gave David time to escape again from King Saul.

5. When life knocks you down and you feel like yare running for your life, you'd
better have a friend that knows God and walks Witldl that can be there for you.
A friend can be there to pray for you, to share '&€&dord with you, and to give
you good spiritual counsel and advice.

6. So many times, people will have friends thaytharty with, drink with, and sin
with. But when life knocks you down, they are noveh be found. They have
nothing to say, nothing to comfort you with, no Bppo consolation, and no
prayers.

7. When you're choosing your friends, you'd bettevose people that will lift you
up spiritually and edify you, and cause you to wanvalk closer with the Lord,
not pull you down in your walk with Christ.

8. David knew that Samuel was a true friend andlavptovide a spiritual refuge in
this time of need.

In Conclusion:

1. True friends are hard to come by, and even whberthink you have found one,
you really don't know for sure until trials andulde come your way.

2. Have you been a true friend to others? Canriilgyon you to tell them the truth

every time and in every situation? Are you therthmtime of need? Do you have
a peacemaking spirit?

3. Here is a great question: Are you a spiritu@oemagement to your friends? This
only comes through first trusting Christ as youviSaand knowing that you are a
child of God, and second, having your own persaeradk with the Lord daily.



