Colossians — Chapter 1
“How to Become a Saint of God”
Colossians 1:1-3

Introduction:

10.

This letter was written by the apostle Pauh® people of Colosse. Paul was in

prison at the time, so the dating of it is probadnigund 60 A.D.

Colosse was a city in the Roman province of Asiastern Turkey), situated in

the Lycus River Valley (10-mile-long valley), abdl@0 miles east of Ephesus.

Colosse, along with Laodicea and Hierapolignkxt a tri-city area (4:13).

Colosse was, at one time, a prosperous city, btitdyime Paul penned this letter

it had become overshadowed by its two neighboomgs, and was relegated to

the status of a small town.

How did the church at Colosse get its stant®als not started directly by the

apostle Paul. Paul had heard of these believets4),:but had never visited the

city of Colosse. 2:1

The church at Colosse was very likely an outginoo? Paul's ministry in Ephesus.

Paul had a Bible Institute for two years in Ephe$iusas called the school of

Tyrannus. Acts 19:9, 10

Epaphras, most likely, was one of Paul's eageng Bible students. Epaphras

then carried the gospel back to his hometown arghhering cities, planting

churches in all three (1:7, 4:12-13). The churcls weedominantly Gentile in its
membership.

Why did Paul write this letter? Some seriousdakaching had crept into the

church. This false teaching was a combination wislelegalism, pagan

astrology, worshipping of angels, asceticism (algighe body for the spirit's
sake), Eastern philosophy, and false mysticism.

. There is nothing new under the sun. These same tiedehings are still
prevalent today in religious systems all over tloeld

. People claim to have deep insight into spirituailgh and into the spirit
world. They claim to be able to help people reade@per spiritual utopia,
but it is all built on man-made rules, man-maddqgsaphy, and satanic
practices that the Bible calls &bomination.”

. When we believe that we can attain spiritual peidecthrough the use of
disciplines, rituals, religious exercises, spisirigs, dietary rules and
laws, or anything else, we have denied the alligeficy of Christ's work.

Here is what must have happened: Epaphras @t@bleal with all these issues)

made the long trip to Rome to visit Paul in prison seek his advice. In his

absence, Archippus assumed the pastorate. 4:17

But, it appears that while in Rome, Epaphras alss imprisoned (Philemon 23),

or simply chose to remain and assist Paul. So, watds this letter and sends it

to Colosse by the hands of Tychicus, one of Pitlsful co-workers. 4:7

This book is one of the most awesome and indeegassages in all of God's

Word concerning Jesus Christ and the believer'giposn Him.



11. The theme of this book is rather simple: Chrisbt as He was on earth, but as
He is today, now glorified in the heavens as ridead of the church, His body.

12. It is extremely profound and emphasizes thedednl truth that Christ is the
answer to every need, and the total futility ofdiomg anywhere else but Christ.
Paul's theme is the preeminence of Jesus Christ.

. These false teachers did not believe that Christ@ad in the flesh. They
believed that He was one of God's many “emanations.
. False religions always believe this about Chriseylbelieve He is one of

many great religious teachers and orators. Heesobmany philosophers.
They believe He holds no more authority than anghefothers.

. Some religious systems may even make Chprtinent, but He isn't
preeminent.

. They may not completely deny Christ, but they dam@hrist by failing
to recognize that He was Emmanuel, God with us!

13. Colossians 2:10 is the bedrock verse of thiskb@/e are complete in Christ!
. Why do | need angelic mediation? Christ is my miala

. Why do | need a spiritual emanation from God? leh@Wrist, Himself, in
me!
. Why do | need a list of religious rules and ritusnake me holy? Christ

has imputed His righteousness and holiness to me!
. Why do | need man-made philosophies and traditibhs®e God's living
Word resident in my heart, and His written Wordead and study!

Verse 1

1. There are 13 books of the New Testament thahbeth the word‘Paul.” In all
of these but four, Paul affirms the fact that Hansapostle of Jesus Christ.
. An apostle was a person who had actually seeridbe €hrist and was
specially commissioned by Him. An apostle was a@emwith authority to
carry out a divine calling.

2. Paul's apostleship was constantly questionemthsrs. This was because Paul
was not one of the twelve.
3. Paul was not appointed by the twelve, did reotdl or preach with the twelve, did

not learn the truths of grace for this church agenfthe twelve, and had a
completely different mission than the twelve. Paak an apostle by the will of
God.vs. 1
4. We all know that Christ chose twelve to be dpssiuring His earthly ministry to
Israel. Judas fell and was replaced by Matthiaicis 1.
. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit in Acts 2nd evangelized the
nation of Israel, basing themselves out of Jerusakfects 8:1
. Their ministry was, by and large, confined to I§raeeking to bring the
nation and its leaders to repentance.
5. In Acts 9, Jesus appeared to Paul (then knov8aah on the road to Damascus,
and Paul was gloriously saved. God made it clean fihe beginning that he had a
unique message and mission for Paul to fulfill.sA26:15-18, 22:17-18, 21



6. Paul would be the one to take the gospel ofegtat¢he Gentile nations, and
would later refer to himself as the apostle of@entiles. Romans 11:13

. Paul’'s apostleship and ministry were separate aigla from the
twelve’s. 1 Corinthians 15:4-10
. The twelve had a Jewish ministry, and Paul’s wasgmily a Gentile

ministry (Romans 11:13; Ephesians 3:8; 1 Timothy 2: Timothy 4:17)
Paul is said to be our apostle, our minister, eacher, and a pattern for
other believers in this age of grace. 1 Timothy61:1
7. Paul also mentions his brother, Timothy. Timottas not Paul's biological
brother, but his spiritual brother in Christ. Paldo refers to Timothy as his son
in the faith (1 Timothy 1:2). Timothy truly was 8kPaul's own son. Philippians
2:19-22

Verse 2

1. Paul calls these Colossidiaints.”
. A saint is a person who has been set apart frosnatbrld unto God.
2. Notice that their status as saints didn't coomaheds of years after they were
dead and gone, after some religious group canotiwesd as saints.
. No, their status as saints was present tense. ktbthely receive this
status as saints?
3. Notice the next phras&and faithful brethren in Christ.”
. Faithful means that they were trusting and fulfasth. But, what was the
content of their faith? Their faith was restinglesus Christ. Notice it
says, faithful brethrenin Christ.” cf. vs. 4

4. This is how a person becomes a saint. It igujiiglacing your faith and trust in
Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 1:2
5. The moment you trust Christ, you are sanctiire@hrist, and His righteousness

is imputed to you. You are now consecrated (setppaChrist. You are a saint
in Christ! 1 Corinthians 1:30
6. Paul then say$Grace be unto you, and peace...”
. Today, this is what God is offering to the worldaiagh the cross-work of
His Son. Instead of bringing wrath and judgmenttos world, God is
offering grace and peace.
. One day, the wrath of Ga#lill come on this world. It is long overdue.
But, God is extending to the world a grace perfagly person can
experience the grac# God, and peaoegith God, by simply turning in
faith to God's provision for sin, Jesus Christ. Ros5:1
7. Notice that these believers wameChrist, butat Colosse
. Our physical address may be Daytona Beach, FloAdg.the most
important question is noWWhere do you live?” but Who are you in?”
. Your physical address may be Daytona Beach, butymetter have a
spiritual address in the heavenlies.



Verse 3

1.

2.

Although Paul had never been to Colosse, hénbad about these people and
their salvation.

When Paul heard about it, he had two immedegpanses:

. He thanked God for them coming to Christ.

. He prayed for these new believers.

Sometimes our thanksgiving to God and our prlyes can become very self-
consumed. We are thankful for the material thiringg tve have in our possession,
and our prayers center on the thingsdea't have, but that we want.

We don't see this in Paul. Paul's prayers waneerned with his thankfulness to
God for people (changed lives), and his prayerevesused on others and their
spiritual needs. 1 Corinthians 1:4-6; Ephesian8-14; Philippians 1:3-5, 9-11;
1 Thessalonians 1:2; 2 Thessalonians 1:3; 2 TimbtByPhilemon 4-6

I'm afraid that the average 21st century Amerjaayer life tends to be
materialistic and very shallow. We are very prameray for material things and
physical health, while ignoring the weightier medtef people's spiritual growth
and spiritual well being.

Paul knew that when people came to Christ, dversary would be stirred to
fight against them. So, on his knees, praying &ielvers, Paul waged war
against Satan.



