Making Wise Decisions at Crossroads Times

1 Samuel 8

Introduction:

1. God designed the nation of Israel to be a tleycBy definition, a theocracy is
“a government of a state by immediate divine guagah

2. God's desire was to be Israel's king and reugm them directly.

3. But Israel got it into their minds that they ded an earthly king. Why did they
believe they needed a king? vs. 20

4. In this chapter, Israel is at a crossroads. Hasse to make a decision which will
directly affect their future. We all have thesesstmads times in our lives.
Unfortunately, Israel blew it. They made a decidizat was in direct
contradiction of God's will.

5. Godallowedthem to make this decision (vs. 21-22). God hasrgie every
person the free will to make decisions and choiGesl will give us direction, but
then it is our choice. We obey God, or we follow own path.

. God did not “sovereignly” overrule their bad deorsi
6. The good news is that we can learn from Isragibsakes, and every believer

today can make wise decisions at crossroads timesrilives. How can we do
this?

Forget trying to read the circumstances of life.

1.

ok

| am amazed at how many believers live thegdiand make decisions based on
outward circumstances. They think that the circamses of life are “signs from
God” telling what to do in a given situation.

| have seen believers end up in messes timérmedgain by trying to live this

way.
This is what Israel did here in our text (readses 1-5). Israel reasoned:
. Samuel (their spiritual leader) is getting old.

. His sons don't walk in their dad's ways.

. All the other nations have kings.

So they decided that circumstances dictatedtthats time they had a king.

But here was the bottom line. It was not Godlkfar them to have a king.

Instead of relying on God's Word, they tried todrdzeir circumstances. Let's

apply this to us.

When God speaks to you, how does He do thig?Hsough circumstances in

which you have to subjectively decipher the hidderaning? This is dangerous.

Proverbs 14:12

. No, you don't have to decipher some hidden cogeum circumstances.
God has a much more objective way of communicdbngu, and that is
through His Word. 2 Timothy 3:16-17

As we get into God's Word, our minds are fileith the mind and wisdom of

God Almighty. We begin making decisions with ouniting being framed by

God's Word.



8.

This is what Israel should have done, but irkthay tried to read their
circumstances.

Always remember, the crowd can be wrong.

1.

When Israel made this wrong decision, it wah@'tdecision of one powerful

man. Notice verse 4Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves

together...”

In verse 5 they desired a kifidke all the nations.” In verse 20 they said they

wanted a king;That we also may be likall the nations.”

. Here is the point. They weren't like all the othations. They wer&od's
people.

When it came to decision making, it was totallglevant what everybody else

was doing. Their only concern needed to be, “WioatsGod desire us to do?”

Samuel stood all alone in opposition to Isradd'sire for a king (vs. 6). But who

was right? Was the one man, Samuel, right? Or nasrowd right?

The Bible declare$Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil..Exodus 23:2;

cf. 2 Corinthians 6:17

When you are at crossroads times in your libel mmust remember that it is totally

irrelevant what everybody else is doing or whatwloeld says. You ar&od's

child. You are a member of God's family. Your oobncern needs to be, “What

does God say about this?” This brings us to out peint.

Always remember, God's plan is always right.

1.

2.

Israel rejected God's plan in favor of their gulan (vs. 7). They had everything

figured out. They knew exactly what they neededsaothey thought.

Instead of accepting God as their king to reiger them, they rejected Him in

favor of a mere man. Here we have the seeds of hismaeing planted in the

nation.

. Humanism is the philosophy that upholds the primafdyuman beings
rather than God. It holds that man is the measuadl things.

Here is the sad part. There are many believacslive their lives like humanists.

Instead of reading God's Word and accepting Wuat has said, we think we

know better. We think we are the exception to tlle.’We think we will prove

God's Word wrong.

But remember, God's planabvaysright, and God will never be shown to be a

liar. Jesus said to the Fath€Fhy word is truth.”

Israel's decision seemed right, but what wolodgr tdecision ultimately bring?

God had Samuel tell them in verses 9-18 (slaveyydhge, exorbitant taxes, and

sorrow). vs. 18

Israel looked at their circumstances, lookedlst everybody else was doing and

said, “This is what is right for us.” But as theyeld with the consequences of

their decisions, they would soon find out that Ga right.



Listen and heed godly counsel.

1. Samuel was a godly leader and a prophet of Gudieverybody in Israel knew it
(3:20). Samuel had prayed for them in chapter d@,larael won a great victory
over the Philistines.

2. If Samuel sent up red flags to Israel aboutkhig business, that should have
been a huge warning sign for Israel. Samuel predests. 9), but look at verse 19.
Israel refused to listen to godly, spiritual counBeoverbs 12:15

3. The first place we should go for godly counsebi God! We should seek His
Word and allow His Word to shape and mold our timglkprocesses. Proverbs
19:21

4. There are times when we may need a little hetiabse we either have a very
rudimentary understanding of His Word, or maybedéeision we have to make
is a gray area.

5. This is when you need a few people in youndifeo are godly, spiritual people
that will give you sound advice. You need peopb thill tell you not what you
want to hear, but what ymeedto hear. Proverbs 8:33, 9:9, 19:20

6. One of the biggest problems for believers is tiy go to all the wrong places
for counsel when there are crossroads decisionmie in life. Instead of
listening to Samuel, Israel wanted to pattern tteaisions after the heathen
nations around them.

7. They turned to the world for wisdom rather thaGod, God's Word, and God's
people.

In Conclusion:

1. Life is a series of choices and decisions. Véa tmust live with the consequences
of those choices.

2. The good news is that every believer can make wecisions. We have learned
some positive principles from the negative exangplisrael here in this text.

3. Are you facing some big decisions right now aurylife? You have the

opportunity to take this lesson from God's Word apgly it right now to your
decision making.



