Philemon: Teaching Us Deep Truth Through Real-lifddrama
Philemon 10-19

Introduction:

w N

Philemon is a personal letter that Paul wroteisadear friend, Philemon. Philemon was a

dedicated believer who had opened up his homééochurch at Colosse to meet there.

What was Paul’s purpose for writing this letter¥erse 10, Paul gets right to the point.

Paul had led a young man by the name of OnedionG&rist, in Rome. But here was the

problem. Onesimus had been a servant of Philembiefiad rebelled against Philemon

and fled from him.

So, there are three principal characters instosy:

. Paul — who has a close partnership with Philemsnlv

. Philemon — the offended lord and master of Onesiwvaisl1la

. Onesimus — the rebel and enemy of Philemon, whohasa relationship with
Paul. vs. 10

In this letter, Paul plays the role of medidietween Philemon and Onesimus. Paul

beseeches Philemon to receive back Onesimus, &éhgm, and restore him not as a

servant, but as a brother in Christ. vs. 15-16

Verse 17 is a key verse in the book. Paul dé$mePhilemon to receive back Onesimus

just as he would have received Paul himself.

There are some incredible spiritual truths gratput on display here in this little book.

We see these deep truths illustrated in this stoddetween Paul, Philemon, and

Onesimus.

. It is as if the wonderful doctrines that God gaaellRfn Romans through Titus are
set to real-life drama, right here in this findllé book that Paul wrote.
. It is the perfect book to end Paul's epistles.

First spiritual truth — the doctrine of mediation
(Christ is the mediator between me and God.)

1.

Onesimus is a picture of every one of us bef@dound Christ. He had rebelled against
his lord and was now an enemy and condemned byH&actions had separated him
from his lord and he was on the run. He was lodtvaithout hope, in a completely
alienated position.

This is a perfect description of every one obeafore we trusted Christ. Ephesians 2:12;
Colossians 1:21

Our own sin had alienated us from God. We wassrees of God by wicked works, and
condemned by law. There was nothing that we coaloshénd of ourselves to bring
reconciliation with God. We were without hope. Tgreblem was beyond our ability to
solve.

Back to our story. A mediator stepped in to ledpdemned Onesimus. Paul mediated
with Philemon on Onesimus’ behalf. Paul éd Onesimus what Onesimus could not do
for himself.



7.

Let's apply this to us and God. We also wer lopeless, alienated position from God
Almighty, but a mediator stepped in to do for usatvve could not do for ourselves.
Praise the Lord for 1 Timothy 2:5! Praise God fue tmediator, Jesus Christ.

Look back at Ephesians 2:12, but now let’s nearde 13. Look back at Colossians 1:21,
but now read verse 22. We have a mediator! Somebedy to bat for us, and that
somebody was the Lord Jesus Christ.

He was fully God and fully man, the perfect na¢di between God and man.

Second spiritual truth — the doctrine of imputation
(Christ takes my sin and gives me His righteousneg$s

1.

Notice what Paul the mediator says in verseantB19. Paul says to Philemon,

“Whatever he has done against you or whatever les gau, put it oy account. | will

pay his debt.”

As you read this, it becomes clear that Paidling Philemon, “Take his debt and all his

wrong-doing and put that on my account. Credit nitd the wrong he has done. Take

my good standing that | have with you and put thahigraccount.”

This is a beautiful picture of the doctrine mijputation. Jesus Christ took our debts upon

Himself on the cross. Our sins were imputed to dmthe cross. 1 Peter 2:24; Romans

5:6-8

. To impute simply means “to credit.” Jesus Chrisdl s& ake every one of Dan
Proctor’s sin debts and put them on My account.’"Oopute them to him, but to
Me.” 2 Corinthians 5:19

. Not only this, Christ said, “Father, take My rightssness and put it on Dan’s
account.” 2 Corinthians 5:21

This is the doctrine of imputation. Christ talkee®ry one of our sin debts and has them

imputed to Him. The moment we trust Him as our 8guie takes His righteousness and

credits that to our account. And it is all on tlasis of our mediator and what He has

done for us. It is all done on the basis of outhfaa what Christ has accomplished for us.

. Notice this doctrine of imputation in Romans 4. Ros 4:5-8, 20-25

. This doctrine is vividly illustrated for us in tisory of Philemon.

Third spiritual truth — identification
(God now receives me as He does His own Son.)

1.

2.

In verse 17, Paul say#f thou count me therefore a partner, receive raamyself.”

Three times Paul admonishes Phileni&eceive him.”

Paul had a wonderful, loving partnership reladlap with Philemon. He says to
Philemon, “Even though he has sinned against ydunaonged you, | want you to take
him out of an alienated relationship and put hima partnership relationship, and treat
him just like you would me.”

Philemon and Onesimus were alienated in thitiomship, so untiPaul and Onesimus
had a relationship, there would continue to beesadn between Philemon and Onesimus.
Think about it. Christ does for us what Paul fdidOnesimus. We were alienated from
God by wicked works.



But Christ has a loving, eternal, partnershiati@nship with the Father. John 1:1,

14:9-10

. So when you trust Christ and enter into a relatgmgvith Christ, do you know
what that means? It means He reconciles you t&dkiger and brings you into
that same partnership that He enjoys with the Fathe

. This is why Jesus told the disciples that the evdy to the Father was through
Him. John 14:6

When you trust Christ, Christ says, “Fatheravénpaid all their sin debts, | have given

them my righteousness; now receive them just like would me.”

When you got saved you received more than joist gins being forgiven. You received

an eternal identification in Christ whereby you eoenpletely accepted and received by

the Father. Ephesians 1:6, 3:12; Galatians 4.6-7

If you are saved, you don’t have to slip in blaek door of heaven. You are a new

creature in Christ. You have a new identificati¥iou have been made one with Christ,

bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh. Ephest@afg-32

Christ became a curse for us on the cross sovéhaould be eternally accepted of the

Father in Him. You were baptized by the Holy Spimib Christ the moment you were

saved (1 Corinthians 12:13, 27). You are eterndbytifiedin Christ; therefore, the

Father receives you as He does His own Son, Jdsust.C

In Conclusion:

1.

2.

Do you see how valuable this little letter ighie believer? Do you see why the Holy
Spirit inspired Paul to write this and then presetvor us as Holy Scripture?

This real-life situation illustrates for us mawiythe wonderful doctrines of Jesus Christ
and what He does for the believer.

Aren't you thankful we have a mediator? Arealt yhankful that Christ had your sins
imputed to Him, and then had His righteousnessite@do your account? Aren't you
thankful that God now sees you @s Christ?”



