Putting Out the Fleece: Right or Wrong?
Judges 6

Introduction:

1. When it comes to determining God’s will, somege use a method called
“putting out a fleece.” It involves establishingise type of circumstantial sign by
which God can indicate the right decision.

. For example We need a car so we say to God, “God, if you waato
buy a car today, send me some place that hasaareudth black interior,
and they are asking less than $5,000.” If all trmsmimstances fall into
place we assume, “This is God’s will,” and we bhg tar.

. For example “God, | have two job offers. Whichever one younivene to
take, have them call my phone this morning by ®80”
2. People call this “putting out the fleece.” THmese this on an Old Testament story

involving one of Israel's judges named Gideon.dkwas in bondage to the
Midianites and God desired to use Gideon to delivem. vs. 11-16

3. Right before they were to go out to battle, @rdgot cold feet. Due to his
unbelief, Gideon decided to make sure that Godyrea¢ant what he said, so he
“put out the fleece” - a literal wool fleece. v&-380

. Gideon placed a fleece, which was simply a piecgaufl shorn from a
sheep, on the outside ground.

. The first time, Gideon wanted God to have dew @nflece, but not on
the earth around the fleece. vs. 36-38

. The second time, Gideon wanted God to have thedlbe dry, but have

dew on the ground all around the fleece. This wdn@l@tven more
miraculous because wool would tend to soak in taeewvs. 39-40

4. God granted Gideon’s request and the battlemveesculously won in Judges 7.

5. So here is the question we seek to answer: eScripture passage teach,
encourage, and promote the practice of “puttingeoileece?” Does God desire
that members of the body of Christ today put cegdes, so to speak? (Nobody
seems to do it literally, as it is in the Bible.)

6. That is, does God desire that we walk in Hig llmeans of circumstantial
signs? Is this the standard mode of practice tloat 3es to communicate with
us? Is this even an occasional method that we xjaeceGod to use to
communicate with us?

. Some believers only resort to it when they havbig’“decision and don’t
know what to do. They don'’t fleece God over whdbrsocks to wear.

7. When you truly examine God’s Word and rightlyide it, the modern-day
practice of “putting out fleeces” begins to breakwth in every respect. | want to
say emphatically that God’s Word dasst teach the believer today to put out
fleeces to God, and it can, in fact, be a very damgs practice.

8. Consider these facts from our passage aboub@ide



Gideon'’s fleece was not a circumstantial sign, butither a miraculous display of
supernatural power.

1. Gideon wasn’t simply asking for a particulaicaimstance to occur. He wasn'’t
simply looking for a set of circumstances to aligemselves together.

2. Gideon was looking for nothing less than a ni&rac
. For example, there is a big difference betweenmsggpyiGod if you want me

to do this, make the phone to ring at 9:30 AM” aagling, “I want the
phone to have smoke come out of it and fly throtinghhouse at 9:30 AM.”

. One is simply circumstantial; the other is miracigo

. Many people call things miracles that are not tralyacles. A miracle, by
biblical definition, is unnatural phenomena thailate natural laws.
> Somebody says, “We were hungry, had no money and no

groceries, a knock came at the door, and there people from
our church with 10 bags of groceries. It was a abérd
> Somebody says, “We were hungry, had no money and no
groceries, we went out in our yard, and there wasrma from
heaven all over our yard. We picked it up, werdind ate it.”
> One is miracle; one is not.
3. Most people that put out fleeces are simply llogkor a particular circumstance
to occur. Gideon wasn't asking for something cirstantial to happen; he wanted
to see a miracle.

4. This makes sense considering he had already comated with an angel and had
an offering miraculously consumed by angelic firehis chapter. vs. 12, 17-22
5. So when people ask God for circumstantial sigrislp them determine God’s

will, this is a misuse of this text. Thisnet what Gideon was doing with the
fleece. He wanted miraculous sign, not a circumstantial sign.

Gideon’s fleece was not for the purpose of obtainghguidance from God, but rather
to gain confirmation of guidance already given.

1. When people put out fleeces, they usually ae&isg guidance from God in a
gray area not specifically addressed in the Biiiéhich house do | buy?”
“Should | marry him?” “Should | take this job off&retc.).

. Again, this is a misuse of this text. This is ndtavGideon was doing
with his fleece.
2. Gideon had receiveskplicit instruction from God by supernatural revelation.
vs. 12, 14, 16, 20, 23, 25
3. Gideon wasn’t asking God for guidance and im$iton. He wasn'’t seeking to

make the right decision, but rather he was lackaiity to do what God had
already said to do.

. He was lacking the faith to believe that God’s elance would come
through him as God had said.

. Notice what Gideon says in verses 36-37. He telld,G..as thou hast
said.”



. God had already given Gideon His Word and reveimddm His divine
will.

4. What is the point? People use fleeces to tobtain guidance in what to do, and
to try to discern God'’s will. This practice canfat substantiated from this text.

This wasn’t the purpose of Gideon’s fleece. Heaalyknew God's will - that

God would save Israel by his hand.

5. Unfortunately, many times people use “fleecesaa excuse taolate God’s

will already revealed through His Word, or to vigla scriptural principle, or to

go against sound wisdom.

. Example: “God, if you want me to play the lotto this wegkease provide
$20 extra this week.” Then they say, “I couldn'tibee it. When | went to
my car after work, there was a $20 bill lying oe tround in the parking
lot.”

Gideon’s fleece was not a noble act of faith, butneexpression of fear and doubt.

1. Rather than being an example of a noble andgonpy to approach God,
Gideon’s demands for additional signs were an esgioe of his own fears and
doubts.

2. God's instructions to Gideon were already véearc God had given Gideon His
Word and His promise.

3. God graciously cooperated with Gideon’s desirdlie fleece sign, but not

because of Gideon'’s faith or because God had ctetithim to do this. This was

“all Gideon.” It was Gideon'’s idea, and it camenfrdiis own fear, doubt, and

insecurities.

. We must remember that, in the Old Testament, tietyot have the many
spiritual benefits and privileges that we do todByey did not have God’s
completed Word, nor did they have God’s indwellihgly Spirit residing
in them. They were not one with Christ as we adayo

. Because of these factors, God was many times \atigr with His saints
and would often give miraculous signs to Israddatster their faith.
Example: Moses’ reluctance to lead Israel

. Today, the Bible is clear that we need not ever. & have God’s Spirit
living inside of us (2 Timothy 1:7), we are cloth@dGod’s armor
(Ephesians 6:10-16), we have God’s completed Wepih¢sians 6:17), and
we have total and complete access to God in p{&gresians 2:18;
Hebrews 4:16).

4. God cooperated with Gideon'’s fleece becausel@ddlready chosen Gideon for
this special task and had made him promises. Gadda@ep His Word to

Gideon even if it meant acceding to Gideon’s rithas and faithless fleece

request.

5. Even Gideon himself appeared to know that hewadking on shaky ground
when he apologetically asked for the second flsgge vs. 39

6. What is Christ’s attitude today towards thos@wlbsire signs from God?

Matthew 12:38-39
. Example: Zacharias (Luke 1:11-20)
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Gideon'’s fleece is not practiced or taught anywhera the New Testament.

1.

If fleeces were a common, divinely approved métfor determining God’s will,
would it not be taught, or at least exemplifiedthg apostle Paul, the apostle of
the Gentiles?

There is a total absence of any mention oftitomby in Paul’s writings, but in any

New Testament teaching. We are to walk by faitt byosight.

Paul taught that the Word of Gttdlroughly furnishes the believer unto all good

works.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17

Every believer is complete in Christ and isyidhuipped by God to make wise,

prudent, expedient decisions in this life.

God does not communicate with believers todeguidih fleeces. Believers may

think that their fleece requests have been answerégbd, but it is strictly in

their minds.

To determine God'’s will by putting out a fledesking for a circumstantial sign)

is equivalent to rolling dice or flipping a coirt.simply is not a means of

determining “God’s will.”

. lllustration : When you were a kid, did you ever flip a coin sag,
“Heads I'll do this and tails I'll do that?” If yodidn’t get the result you
wanted, you said, “Okay, let me do best two ouhofe.”

. People do this with fleeces. If the result of tleete isn’t what | want, I'll
put out another fleece that will overrule the fitsece.



