Salvation: What Does the Bible Teach? — Part 1
Acts 16:12-15

Introduction:

1. Have you ever tried to serve the Lord and ydtit@ you were running into a
brick wall? Paul must have felt this way. vs. 6-7

2. Finally, God made it clear to Paul and his noisary team that they needed to
head into Macedonia (modern-day Europe). They imately obeyed. vs. 10-11
. One side note: it appears that the writer of Alctke, joins Paul’'s team.

Notice the change of personal pronouns to “we”arse 10.

3. They settled in the city of Philippi. It was laief (important) city in that part of
Macedonia, named after the Emperor Philip, theciatii Alexander the Great.

4. After several days and no apparent progresg,iteard that there was a little
worship service that met by the riverside each Stibtay.

5. Paul and his group decided to attend the serWidle there, they began
witnessing to several women about Jesus ChrisL3ss.

6. A businesswoman by the name of Lydia listenetiraneived Paul’'s message.
She became a disciple of Christ and even opené@iupome to allow Paul's
missionary team to set up their headquarters therel4-15

7. This is the humble beginnings of a great chtelh was to be formed, to whom
Paul would later write the book of Philippians.

8. This morning we will examine Lydia’s conversiand learn several vital

principles about salvation. Do you know you areeshtoday? Do you know your
sins are fully forgiven? Do you know that heavegasr home? You can know!

First, salvation is needed by everyone.

1.

It appears that Lydia was a Gentile who wasisgeke truth of God. She had
come to fear the God of Israel and may have bgeoselyte into the religion of
Judaism.

So we have a woman that attended prayer meetaxys Sabbath day and sought
to worship the true God, yet she was not savedh8td¢urned away from the
wicked idolatry prevalent in her culture to a purgigion, but she still needed
salvation.

A person can turn away from certain sins andhadats, exercise religious
devotion, yet still not be saved. Why is thissIsimply because these things
cannot wash away our sins. At the end of the dayane all sinners before God
and stand guilty and stand in need of salvatiorly @asus can provide it.
Romans 3:9-10, 23-24

The conversion of Lydia teaches us the Biblagypie that salvation is not only
needed by wicked people, but also by “good” people.

Second, salvation is of the heart.

1.

In verse 14, it says,..whose heart the Lord opened.”



2.

Salvation is not in outward actions (going tarch, performing religious rituals,

etc.). People can do all these things, yet theairthis never changed.

Salvation is not in saying or repeating a prayénat comes out of the mouth

must be a reflection of what is in the heart @& itieaningless. Romans 10:8-10

. lllustration : You can say something with your mouth, but bakimg
something else in your heart.

If people will not take on a heart attitude ahlity as sinners and believe in

their heart that Christ died for their sins, thaycot be saved. Matthew 15:8-9

Third, salvation is of the Lord.

1.
2.

Who opened Lydia’s heart? The Lord.

We must never forget this as we witness to sthbout Christ (Romans 1:16).
People are not won to Christ by our charisma, clavguments, winning
personality, or subtle manipulations.

People are won to the Lord by the power of Gbétlvalone can open the heart
of man. When we witness to others, God’s Spirittngosvict the heart if they are
to receive God’s truth. If not, their heart will blee a brick wall.

What moves God to open the heart of a lost sitmthe gospel? It happens in
answer to prayer. Either the person who is loptaying and truly seeking God’s
truth, or another person is prayiftgg them. 1 Timothy 2:1, 4

| don’t know of a person who has been saveddiait't have somebody praying
for them, or they themselves were praying for Gaditgh to be revealed to them.
Paul knew that prayer was the key. 2 Thessalorfdn<Colossians 4:3-4,
Romans 10:1

. Why don’t people come to the truth and be save@@rihthians 4:4

. How are people loosed from Satan’s blinding bon@dgatthew 17:21

As we care and we pray and we share the gosgebfthis works together, and
the Lord moves and opens the heart of lost lovesd oiniends, co-workers, etc.
If we don’t pray and share the gospel, the Fepyrit will not move and convict
hearts and bring people to salvation.



