The Jerusalem Council
Acts 15:1-29

Introduction:
1. Here we have the record of the first major disfetween the followers of

Christ. It involved believers in the church at At and believers in the church
at Jerusalem.

2. Here was the problem in a nutshell: Many Jewidievers were teaching that the
Gentiles must be circumcised and keep the Jewglnl@arder to be saved. vs. 1, 24
3. In other words, Gentiles must become proseiytesthe Jewish religion or they

could not be saved. This caused all kinds of qaestiThere was a time when this
was correct doctrine, but had things changed ndth, tve raising up of the
apostle Paul?

. Could Gentiles be saved apart from the Jewish law?
. Did Gentiles have to be circumcised?
. Was it right for Jews to consider uncircumcised ragithe people of
God? After all, these Gentiles had abandoned ido&atd worshiped
Christ.
4. Satan meant all this for the harm and destmaifdhe early church, but God
used it all for the ultimate good of the church.
5. There would end up being a council at Jerus#tatwould settle this matter.

The outcome would be that Paul’'s ministry and mgsseould be officially
recognized and accepted.

6. This is an extremely important passage of SamptBecause of its incredible
importance, we will look at it in a verse-by-vefashion. We must study this
passage in conjunction with Galatians 2, which distails events that happened
at this council.

The issue at hand — How is a person saved? vs. 1

1. Men had come all the way from Jerusalem to Atid his was a long and hard
trip. What was their purpose? They desired totseight this church composed of
Jews and Gentiles.

2. Their intent wasn't to simply stay for a few dalput rather to carry on a lengthy
period of teaching. Being from the church at Jdemavould give them a great
deal of prestige, and undoubtedly many of the bef&in Antioch invited them
into their homes.

3. Remember, these Gentiles had placed their daithtrust in Jesus Christ. But now
these Jewish teachers began teaching them thatdléy not be saved unless
they were also circumcised.

. Circumcision was the seal of God’s covenant witagsand had become
representative of the whole Old Testament law systs. 24
. So, they were basically telling these Gentiles thay had to become

circumcised, law-keeping proselytes into Judaistnuly be saved.



This, of course, was in direct opposition totieching of salvation by grace

alone.

. What do we learn from this? Ever since the daybe®rarly church,
groups have attempted to add something else tgasyel of salvation by
grace alone. Today, groups add baptism, confirmatiasses, church
membership, penance, good deeds, and other thirnge tequirements
for salvation.

Paul and Barnabas agree to go to the church at Jesalem. vs. 2-3

1.

2.

When these Jews began teaching their doctrisal@ation, it was a direct assault

upon the ministry and message of Paul and Barnabas.

Paul and Barnabas had finished their first rarssiy journey and planted many

churches, predominantly Gentile. They had preaehe@ssage of salvation by

grace through faith in Christ alone. Acts 13:38-&3,

So, if these teachers from Jerusalem were tiigéih the result would be:

. Paul and Barnabas had been preaching a soul-diesiiogresy.

. Their missionary journey was an utter failure.

. Paul’s entire ministry would be discredited.

If they could prove Paul wrong, they could efifegly stop his work and gain his

converts to be their own disciples.

So, it's easy to understand why the events fev2 occurred. Paul and Barnabas

locked horns with the Judaizers right away.

. Dissention — controversy; uproar; uprising

. Disputation — They argued, and debated, and disdubgse issues.

The debate waged back and forth in all its furil the church at Antioch was

torn asunder, confused, and rendered almost whdffective. This was Satan’s

answer to Paul’s evangelism. Fill the church witifes get them bickering and

fighting each other.

. Isn’t it noteworthy that there is no record of anigssionary activity or
souls being saved during this time?

Finally, the church decided to send a delegaifanen to the church at Jerusalem

to settle the issue there. We don’t know for swo® many went, but we know

there were at least three.

. Paul — This only made sense since it was his mesaad) ministry being
called into question.
. Barnabas — Great choice because he had origingiiybged to the church

at Jerusalem and was a Jewish Levite by birthugderstood Paul's
message of grace.

. Titus, an uncircumcised Greek — An example of aaddedd saint that
would demonstrate to the church at Jerusalem tfagrdile could be
saved and have his life radically changed by Chwvidtout being
circumcised. Galatians 2:1

Let it be understood that Paul did not go tagalem because he was subject to

the apostles there. Paul had full authority fromltbrd, entirely apart from the

twelve.



10.

11.

. He had already been saved, been given a speciahission and message
from the Lord, been sent out on his first missigrjaurney in which he
planted churches all over the place, and been tastedn great numbers of
Gentiles to the Lord.

. He did all of this apart from the twelve and withéaoking to Jerusalem
for direction.

But Paul realized this issue had to be settiex @nd for all, or it would keep

dogging him. So, in practical terms, the best wagd it was a face-to-face

meeting in Jerusalem.

Also, God revealed to Paul that it was Hisdiweill for him to go to Jerusalem.

Galatians 2:1-2By revelation...”

On the way to Jerusalem they visited sevemalottes and told them of all that

God had done among the Gentiles. What an encousgethmust have been

when these churches rejoiced in what God had dené&.

Paul and Barnabas have an initial meeting with thehurch at Jerusalem. vs. 4-6

1.

In verse 4, they arrived in Jerusalem and weleamed by the church and

leaders. They gave a report to the church of tihedsionary activities.

. What a meeting this must have been.

. Can you imagine hearing these mighty warriors fod &lling of their
experiences in getting the good news of God’s goatdo the heathen?

But there was a group in the church who wergetting blessed by Paul’s report

— the Pharisees! vs. 5

Why weren't they getting blessed? Because aslteard Paul telling about all

these Gentiles getting saved, they didn’t beliéay twere really saved. They

thought they had to be circumcised and keep theofavioses.

Now that the Pharisees had challenged Paulghybli was time for the big

showdown (vs. 6). All of the apostles and eldersild@ome together, hear both

sides, and make a decision on which direction theah would go. Their

decision would forever impact the church.

Peter addresses the Jerusalem Council. vs. 7-11

1.

According to vs. 7, there was a lot of arguind aquabbling in this meeting, but

then finally Peter stood up.

. What a difference from his earlier days of beingfitst to speak and
talking without thinking. We see a different, monature Peter.

Nobody could speak with more authority than Péie was the leader of the

twelve and was known as the apostle to the circsiomi Galatians 2:7-8

Which side would Peter take? Where would Petgd bn this issue - on the side

of the Pharisees or the side of the apostle Paul?

. According to Galatians 2:11, Paul had rebuked Reténtioch for his
attitudes towards the Gentiles believers. WhenrR&bed up to talk, Paul
must have looked at him with a raised brow. Hatehened his lesson or
was he resentful towards Paul for the way he hiadked him?
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. Peter had learned his lesson and knew that Pauligfgsand in this
speech we have Peter at his very best.

Right away, Peter reminds everybody that it lgakis mouth that the Gentiles

first heard the gospel and believed (vs. 7). Tofigourse, is a reference to the

conversion of Cornelius in Acts 10. Peter remirids of several things:

. The Gentiles received the Holy Spirit, just asibwish believers had. vs. 8

. God put no difference between the Gentile and Jeldievers, giving
them the same undeniable sign of the baptism ofitiig Spirit. vs. 9a

. God had purified their hearts by faith apart frdra §ewish law. vs. 9b

5. So, if God didn’t demand circumcision, and tewidh law as a prerequisite to
Gentile salvation, then how dare anyone else agith’th
. Paul must have breathed a sigh of relief and hastimust have warmed

to Peter like never before.

6. God had given Peter the experience with Coraelnd his household with this
very council in mind. God knew that Peter couldrbeiness to the simple facts
he had observed and so confirm Paul’s ministry.

7. Peter’s conclusion was that it was ridiculoupubthe yoke of the law on these
Gentile believers’ necks when the Jews themselogklo’t even keep the law.
vs. 10

8. Peter ends his remarks with an incredible statenm verse 11.

. This could not be clearer. Salvation is by gracame] not of the law. Paul
must have beamed from ear to ear.

. Law puts the load on man; grace puts the load arsCh

. Grace and law are incompatible when it comes teatiah. We are either
saved by law, which depends on us accumulatingpeuarmerits, or we
are saved by grace, which depends on our accepeéngerits of Christ.

»

Paul and Barnabas address the Jerusalem Council. v&2

1. Peter’s words were the perfect introduction éoriabas and Paul. Now they
would stand and tell of their missionary trip te tlegions of Cyprus and Galatia.
2. They must have told of the many Gentile conegrsiwhose lives were

transformed by the gospel of Christ, Gentiles wad heen won to Christ out of
lives of paganism, wickedness, and sin. Paul prghsed Titus as “Exhibit A.”

3. Then they must have told about how they retutogtlese cities and confirmed
the disciples and ordained elders and organized th® local churches.

4. All of this gave more support and credence tePewords — that salvation was
by grace, not works.

5. One side note: Paul and Barnabas also declagetitacles and wonders God

had done through them among the Gentiles. Thisavasnfirm to these Jewish
hearers that their ministry was of God. This woeddry great weight with the
Jews becausthe Jews require a sign.1 Corinthians 1:22

6. This is why Paul was given the power to workadies in his early ministry in the
book of Acts. It was to demonstrate to the chupredominantly Jewish) that he
had been given a special commission by God andi¢ims and miracles would
convince them to recognize and accept this.

4



James declares the final conclusion. vs. 13-19

1.

James had risen to a prominent place of leaigeirsthe church at Jerusalem.

This is interesting, given the fact that he wasn'¢ of the twelve and did not

become a believer until after the resurrectionsTucurred for several reasons:

. James was the physical half brother of Jesus Clyadatians 1:19

. Peter was gone from Jerusalem for quite a whilengukcts 9-10, and this
could have been when James took the leadershigeahiurch.

When James spoke, he made reference to Pgiegstsconcerning Peter going

to the house of Cornelius. vs. 14

He also lends support to Peter’s testimony lptiqg a prophecy from

Amos 9:11-12.

. This prophecy involves the rise of the nation o&éd in the millennial
kingdom, with the Gentiles also being blessed atléd out.
. While this prophecy deals with things to come #tilthe future, James

simply pointed out that the Word of God does tetheth God will call out
a group of Gentiles and bless them. The idea ofil@esalvation is a
biblical concept, even in prophecy.
In verse 19, James puts it all in a nutshellsays, “Do not trouble these Gentile
believers.” What did he mean?

. He simply meant that the Gentile believers do ravehto be circumcised
and keep the Jewish law in order to be saved.

. James supported the doctrine that Paul had proethinthat salvation is
by grace through faith alone! Galatians 5:6

. James is saying, “The Judaizers are wrong, andsFaeksage is right!”

It is interesting that James uses the wdtdsuble not them.”Legalism troubles
souls, but grace does not. Grace sets peopleGadatians 5:1, 10

James gives a word of warning to the Gentile believs. vs. 20-21

1.

3.

James suggests that the Gentile believers Isitiserand compassionate to their
Jewish brethren. They needed to be careful nattimganize, shock, or offend the
Jewish believers with their liberty from the lavauP also taught this same
principle. Galatians 5:13-14; 1 Corinthians 10:R8mans 14:13-16, 21

If the Gentiles used their liberty carelessld anthout restraint, it could create a

real wedge between brethren and drive the Jewigtvbes away.

In view of this, James suggests that the Gendilestain from four things:

. Eating meat that had been offered to idols — Mudhe meat for sale in
Gentile markets had been ritually offered to id@lse meat, of course,
was not polluted, and eating it did not pollute pleeson, but the Jews so
abhorred idolatry that this would really botherrthe

. Eating things strangled or blood — The Jews weselakely forbidden to
eat any meat where blood remained in it. They betiehe blood
belonged on the altar only (this would include gsrstrangled because it
would not have had its blood drained from it).

5



. Fornication — The Gentile believers came from ittolas backgrounds

where sexual sin was part of their religion. Jameesinds them to keep
their morals holy. Liberty is not a license to $Brace does not open the
door to lawlessness in conduct. Paul always empéashis to the church.
Ephesians 5:3-4

The church at Jerusalem sends word to the Gentilehcirches of their decision.
vs. 22-30

1.

The church at Jerusalem decided to put in wyitireir decision. They selected
four men to carry the letter to the Gentile chusche

. Of course, Paul and Barnabas were chosen. It waaud looked strange
if not.

. Judas and Silas were also chosen. These men weteafeaders in the
church at Jerusalem.

. It was very wise to include these two men. This Mdelp to authenticate

the decision and give credence to the letter. Soigat have accused
Paul and Barnabas of forgery otherwise.
The letter completely repudiated the Judaizeesthing and supported the
doctrine of grace preached by Paul and Barnabagelags giving a glowing
testimony of Paul and Barnabas’ personal lives2@s.
These four appointed ambassadors traveled todnand gathered the church
together. Can you imagine the anticipation? Theyséting there waiting to see if
they are truly saved or not! This verdict couldefieer change their lives.

The letter is read to the church at Antioch. vs. 3B5

1.
2.
3

| would love to have been there when this lettas read.

The Bible says;They rejoiced for the consolation.”

You can understand why they rejoiced. Theirat@wn had been put in question
by the legalists. But now they learn that the lsgalwas false teaching, and that
when they believed on Jesus Christ they were saved.

Judas and Silas also exhort the church (vsi3&), Judas went back to
Jerusalem, but Silas decided to stay. vs. 33-34

Finally, now that their issue was resolved,wioek of God is rejuvenated. vs. 35
Satan desired to stop the progress of the wio@od by causing trouble,
contention, and strife in the church. He desiregebpeople sidetracked and
preoccupied with the trouble instead of being ableoncentrate on proclaiming
the Word of God.



