The Need for “Philemons” in the Local Church
Philemon 1-7

Introduction:

1.

This is, without a doubt, the most intimate ,go@al book that the apostle Paul
wrote. He wrote this letter to a friend in the attuat Colosse named Philemon.
Paul was in prison in Rome at the time he wrotéhibemon.

In verse 1, Paul calls Philemon tiearly beloved and fellowlabourer.”

Paul had actually led Philemon to Christ (v9. They were more than just

passing acquaintances. They were buddies, frighdg;had served God together

side by side. They had a very personal and lowétegionship, and this comes
through in the letter.

Paul is going to get to the core issue of tlteddeginning in verse 8.

. Paul is writing to Philemon about a runaway sengdrRhilemon's named
Onesimus. Paul had led Onesimus to Christ whiRame and so Paul
plays the role of a mediator between the two men.

But before Paul gets to this issue, he speralfirst seven verses talking about

Philemon and his Christian walk.

There is no evidence from this book (or the bob&olossians) that Philemon

was the pastor of this local assembly. In fadp#sn't appear that he was in full-

time Christian service, but rather was a businessshaome sort. He must have
also been a man of means who owned servants amti@ Ibig enough for the
local assembly to meet there.

But what a blessing Philemon was to the caugghoikt! Oh, how we need more

Philemons in the local church. Are you a Philembirydu are in Christ, you can

be. What is it that makes a believer a Philemort lexamine what Paul says

about this saint and draw some principles for aun tves.

First, Philemon's service for the Lord was a familyaffair. vs. 1-2

1.

Paul mentions Philemon's wife, Apphia, and npestple believe that Archippus

was Philemon's son. After mentioning all three,IRays,"...and to the church in

thy house."

Philemon had his entire family involved in therkw of the ministry. His son is

called a fellowsoldier and it appears that hislsad a high level of leadership in

the local church there at Colosse. Colossians 4:17

This is so refreshing to see. So many times, wiktbegin to grow in the Lord,

but they leave their family in their spiritual dst to speak. The man is growing

in the Lord and experiencing the thrill of serviig Lord while his family sits at

home.

A man’s family should desire to serve the Loithviim for two reasons:

. First, heincludesthem in his service for the Lord.

. Second, he helps his family to grow so that tveyt to serve the Lord
with him.



Of course, the greatest hindrance to this iswveghman is one person at church
and another person at home. This kind of hypoani$lydestroy his family's
desire to serve the Lord with him.

Philemon was obviously a sincere believer whibhade his service for the Lord
a family affair. His family was growing with him itme Lord and serving the
Lord.

Second, Philemon practiced gracious hospitality. v&, 5

1.

The local assembly met in Philemon's house. Wasvery common in the early

church.

. The opportunity that we have to buy, build, and fnldings would not
have been as easy for believers living in the RoErapire.

Philemon just opened up his home and said, "&lenteet at our house." This

man was filled with the gracious, giving spirit©hrist.

Did you know that hospitality should not be gution for a believer (Romans

12:13; 1 Peter 4:9)? In fact, Paul listed it as ohtlhe qualifications of a spiritual

leader in the local assembly. 1 Timothy 3:2; Titt®

What is the attitude of a Spirit-filled persdii® attitude is this: "Whatever |

possess, | want to use it for the work of God amdHe edification and blessing

of others."

Believers who are Philemons live for others,thetnselves (vs. 5). This is what

Philemon was known for. Paul saftHearing of thy love...Word gets around!

People were talking about Philemon all the way ami@ where Paul was.

Notice that Philemon's love and hospitality viiest toward Jesus Christ, and then

it naturally spilled over into his relationshipstiwbthers. But notice that his love

for others includeall the saints. What a testimony! What a challenge.

When you are a Philemon, you don't pick and seaeho you will love and be

hospitable to. You love all the saints.

Third, Philemon was a source of refreshment to oths. vs. 7

1.

What does Paul mean when he talks about thesdaing refreshed by

Philemon?

. Have you ever heard the expression, "He is alwaygg the pot,” or
"She is constantly getting people all stirred upRis is the exact opposite
of this word "refreshed.”

A cross-reference will help you gain an underditag of this word biblically. In

Matthew 11:28 Jesus sald;ome unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy

laden, and | will give youest." The word translated "refreshed" is the same word

for "rest."

. Also look at Mark 6:31. Are you getting the pictdr& person who is a
refreshment to others is like a wellspring of wartea dry, desert land.

When Paul talks about thieowels of the saintsfowels speak of the innermost

part of something, such as the "bowels of the arth



4. Philemon had not just superficially refreshedpte. He had helped to provide
rest and peace to the saints in their innermosigo@nd emotions, at the gut level.

5. Are you a Philemon? Do you provide rest, peeomfort, and refreshment to
others?
. Or do you thrive on negative news? Do you loveasspon gossip? Do
you find yourself always in inner turmoil and stidrup about something?
. You cannot be a Philemon this way. By the grac&ad, you must
change.
6. Paul had been encouraged, comforted, and refilaatprison by Philemon's

testimony. Paul's imprisonment was actually magletéir, and he was
emotionally strengthened by Philemon. Your life aofs others more than you
know.

In Conclusion:

1. The key to Philemon's gracious, Christ-filldé s in verse 6. It is the key for
every believer who desires to be a Philemon.

2. The word "communication” simply means "to sHalrhilemon had shared his
faith in Christ graciously with others. His faitadhflowed forth into his daily
living.

3. When Paul had heard about Philemon's testinféawyl, thanked God and prayed
for Philemon constantly (vs. 4). What was Paul&ypr? That the sharing of
Philemon's faith would become even more abundaheaergized.

. The word "effectual” is the Greek word "energadéls is the word from
which we get our English word "energy."
4. Paul said, "I am praying that the sharing ofryflaith becomes more active,
operative, and energized than ever before."
5. How does this happen? Look at the end of vertes®uld happen as Philemon

recognized all that he had been graciously givedhnst. As he became more
aware of who God had made him in Christ, he woelclble to demonstrate that
grace to others.

6. Christian, you have been made complete in Candtbeen given all spiritual
blessings in Christ.
7. You must get into God's Word and discover at thod has made you in Christ.

As your faith begins to rest in the truth of whaiyare in Christ, you begin to allow Him
to live through you and put Christ on display inugdealings with others. You become a
modern day Philemon!



