
Colossians - Chapter 2 
“What Satan Hates the Most” 

Colossians 2:15 

 
Verse 15 
 
1. When this verse talks about Christ spoiling principalities and powers, it is 

speaking of Christ's victory over Satan and his demonic host. 
• When you “spoil” somebody, you take away from them what is theirs. It 

means “to seize by force.” All the weaponry of Satan, Christ took away 
from him. 

2. Satan thought he was winning the victory that day when he instigated the mob to 
take Christ and crucify Him, but he was simply playing right into the hands of 
God Almighty. The cross would be the very thing that would ensure his defeat. 

3. There was a hidden wisdom in the cross-work of Christ that God didn't tell 
anybody. God kept it secret. There are veiled references to the cross in a few Old 
Testament passages, but the full extent of what Christ would do, and what would 
be accomplished, and what would be made possible because of the cross, God 
kept a secret. 1 Corinthians 2:7-8 

4. Jesus Christ paid the ransom price for all of mankind (Jews and Gentiles) on the 
cross. In due time, God revealed the full extent of the cross-work to Paul. Paul 
then began to make it known, preach it, and write about it. 1 Timothy 2:6-7 

5. Satan was smart enough to know that God's law formally, in handwriting, put the 
seal of God's condemnation on mankind. It demanded death - not only physical 
death, but a second death of the soul and spirit in hell. Satan was the originator of 
sin and death and is said to have had the power of death (Hebrews 2:14). Satan 
thought, “If I can use my power of death to also kill the Messiah, I will be assured 
of ultimate victory.” 
• Satan was thinking, “If I can put Christ to death, I will show Him to be a 

sinner because ‘the wages of sin is death.’ ” Little did he know that Christ 
would actually pay sin’s payment for all of mankind on the cross. 

• In resurrection, Christ would defeat death, and would prove that His death 
on the cross was not for His own sin, but for the sin of mankind. 

6. Satan saw Christ die on the cross and thought, “I’ve won!” But to Satan's chagrin, 
the cross changed everything. The cross took the law out of the way, paid the 
price for sin, and made possible the reconciliation of not only mankind, but the 
entire earth and universe. Because a final, once-for-all sacrifice had been made for 
sin, the heavens and earth could be purged of sin and reconciled under the 
authority of Jesus Christ. 
• Jesus Christ, through death, destroyed him that had the power of death, 

that is, the devil (Hebrews 2:14). Christ spoiled Satan; he stripped him of 
his power (1 John 3:8). Christ crushed the head of that old serpent, the 
devil. Genesis 3:15   



• By Christ taking the law out of the way, no longer can Satan use the law to 
accuse and condemn us. By making a full payment for sin, God can now 
legally and justly take sinners and justify them by faith in His blood, and 
reconcile them eternally. 

• Do you see now why Paul said, “God forbid that I should glory, save in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ…”? Galatians 6:14 

7. The cross is the focal point of human history. The resurrection was essential, but 
was a foregone conclusion. How could death hold down the “resurrection, and 
the life”? Christ is the very embodiment of life. 
• But to think that “the resurrection, and the life” would die - wow, now 

that is amazing!  
8. He made a complete and satisfactory payment for the sins of the world! Satan 

instigated the very thing that would ensure his complete defeat. Satan thought he 
was extremely smart, but the cross showed him to be a fool. 

9. Notice that verse 15 said that Christ “made a shew of them openly…” Christ held 
Satan up to public shame, ridicule, and humiliation. All of Satan’s dreams, goals, 
and aspirations were stripped away at the cross. 

10. Think about it. Through the cross-work: 
• Christ took care of your sin. 1:14, 2:13 
• Christ took away the great condemner – the law. 2:14 
• Christ took away the great accuser and enemy, Satan (whose scheme was 

to damn your soul and take your life). 2:15 
11. The cross stripped Satan of everything. It took all his ammo and rendered him 

powerless. Now the only power he has is what people give him. But his days are 
numbered. 

12. On the cross, Christ held him up and showed, “Not only are you not real 
powerful, you aren’t real smart either!” 
• This is why Satan hates the message of the cross so much and seeks to 

blind people from its message. Jesus' cross-work spoiled Satan and his 
host, made a show of them openly, and Christ triumphed over them in it. 

13. This is also why Satan hates Paul and his message. This is why Satan wants to 
turn people away from understanding the mystery of Christ revealed to Paul. 
Paul's gospel reveals the unsearchable riches of Christ (Ephesians 3:9) and His 
cross-work. 


