
What about Miraculous Sign Gifts? – Part 1 
1 Corinthians 12:7-11 

 
Introduction: 
1. The Corinthians were in great spiritual danger.  This danger proceeded from their 

ignorance concerning spiritual gifts.  vs. 1 
2. Spiritual gifts were being counterfeited in order to communicate false doctrine.  In 

verse 3, Paul is saying: 
• If somebody manifests a supernatural sign, but in so doing, communicates false 

doctrine concerning Jesus Christ, it is not from God's Spirit. 
• On the other hand, if somebody does not manifest any kind of outward 

miraculous sign, but his message is correct concerning Jesus Christ, this is from 
God's Spirit. 

3. The Corinthians were in danger of being duped, just as they had been duped before 
salvation.  vs. 2 

4. Paul spends three chapters (12-14) dealing with the issue of spiritual gifts.  The Holy 
Spirit was visibly manifesting Himself through the use of these spiritual gifts.  vs. 7 
• They were given for the corporate edification of the church, yet they were being 

abused, and the church at Corinth had become chaotic and disorderly. 
5. There are two types of spiritual gifts that Paul deals with in his epistles: 

• Supernatural gifts that were of a miraculous nature - sign gifts 
• Ministry gifts used in service to God and others - Romans 12:6-8 

6. Paul is dealing primarily with the use of the supernatural gifts here in Corinthians.  
Verses 8-10 give us a list of these gifts.  In this lesson we will endeavor to explain 
each of these gifts and what they were in the early church. 

7. We will then explain why these supernatural gifts were given and were necessary. 
 
The word of wisdom and word of knowledge - vs. 8 
1. These two gifts are closely related.  They deal with the supernatural impartation of 

divine knowledge and information.   
2. When the local assembly would meet, God would supernaturally impart to certain 

ones doctrine.  They would receive a word of knowledge.  Why was this necessary? 
3. Remember - this was written during the Acts time period.  Paul wasn't in their midst 

any more.  As Paul would receive additional information from God, the local 
assemblies had to be brought up to speed with the doctrinal information. 

4. People in the assembly were given this supernaturally by God's Spirit.  They were 
fountains of divine knowledge.  Example: Acts 21:10-12 

5. The word of wisdom was the ability to make application of the knowledge.  It was 
the supernatural ability to come up with divine answers to human problems. 
• Example: Matthew 10:17-20 - don't study or worry about it - the answer will be 

there when the time comes.  cf. Acts 5:1-3  
 
Faith - vs. 9 
1. This is speaking of a supernatural capacity to exercise faith.  cf. 14:2;  

Matthew 17:19-20, 21:21-22 
• Why is the mountain removed in the tribulation?  Revelation 8:8, 8:3-6 



2. It has to do with miraculous answers to prayer and removing monumental problems 
that confront you.  Example: Acts 4:23-33 

3. Have you tried removing any mountains lately?  It doesn’t work, does it?  It is 
because this is not what God is doing today, and church leaders have to come up 
with religious gimmicks to keep from embarrassing themselves and God with their 
false claims. 

 
 
 
 


