What to Expect When You Go Through Trials
Acts 16:25-40

Introduction:

1. Paul and his missionary companions enteredlir@eity of Philippi to share the
gospel of Jesus Christ and, hopefully, establikital church in that city.

. The devil was not about to allow this to happerhauit a fight.

2. In last week’s message, we saw how Paul wasviulls arrested and made to go
through a mockery of a trial, where truth was igriband false charges were
honored. They were brutally beaten and thrown antluingeon with their feet
placed in stocks.

3. It was a dark hour, indeed. Later, Paul woudtifyein 1 Thessalonians 2:2 that
they weré‘'shamefully entreated’at Philippi.

4, Paul was serving God, doing what God would Haneto do, yet he found
himself in one of the worst trials of his life.

5. This text gives us some marvelous insights agat to expect when the believer

goes through trials (and everybody goes througimth@/hat can you expect as a
believer?

During trials, your level of faith will be revealed

During trials, others will be observing you.

1.
2.

Notice in verse 25, it says,.and the prisoners heard them.”
We know that the prison guard also must have bexching and listening
closely, because later he asked them the quesBos, what must | do to be
saved?”
What a wonderful testimony Paul and Silas boreChrist that night. Instead of
cursing or reviling with profanity and bitter wordbe people in that prison heard
prayers and songs of praise.
. Can you imagine sitting there in that rotten prisefi next to them, and
all of the sudden you hear from the next cell, “Amg grace how sweet
sound...my chains are gone...”
May this serve as a reminder to all of us thatane constantly being observed by
others, especially during times of trial and tegtin
. Many times, what they see and hear from us wikkideine whether or not
they are interested in our faith.
Not only are unbelievers affected by our ateudh trials, but fellow believers are
also impacted, either for good or bad. Young Ciamst watch older Christians to
see how they respond in trials. Philippians 1:12-14
We must ask ourselves continually, “What do theear when they listen to us?”
Do we recommend the faith, or do we disgrace thbk by our attitude in dark
times?



During trials, you can expect to experience God'’s ighty power.

1.

2.

When Paul and Silas were singing praises to Gttkrally “rocked the house.”
vs. 26
We see God’s power manifested in several wayslige 26.

. There was a great earthquake.

. The foundations of the prison were shaken, yetabéand walls did not
collapse.

. All the doors were opened.

. All the prisoners’ bands were loosed.

. None of the prisoners ran away!

When circumstances are the darkest, that is v@wels power and light can shine
the greatest. Look throughout your Bible — when gea God’s power on display,
it usually started with a problem or deep trial.

But please understand that when we encountétemns today, the display of
God’s power doesn’t mean supernatural deliverarora the problem. When the
earthquake was over, Paul was still in the prison.

God’s power is displayed as He provides theeleli the strength and grace to
endure the trial and maintain a strong testimord/astrong faithExample:

2 Corinthians 12:7-10

. lllustration : Derek Redmond (1992 Olympics)

During trials, you can expect to be a powerful witess to those without Christ.

1.

2.

The jailer awoke and saw all the prison dooenognd assumed he had lost all of
his prisoners. He started to kill himself when Pstapped him. vs. 27-28

Under intense conviction, this man fell downhegt feet of Paul and Silas and
asked the famous questidBjrs, what must | do to be saved?s. 29-30

. This man had been brought into contact with a taefilife superior to
anything he had known before.

. He saw how Paul and Silas had handled this dakwith their sweet
spirit, their prayers, and their songs of praise.

. This jailer wanted what Paul and Silas possessed.

Paul let this man know that there was nothingdwdddo to be saved. Everything

was already done by Christ. All that was left waisHim to believe. vs. 31

. Salvation couldn’t be found in a creed, but in GhrBalvation wasn’t to
be found in a church, in a religious ritual, obigptism, but in a Person —
Christ, who is alive forevermore!

The jailer and his family placed their faith anast in Christ. He truly was a

changed man. vs. 32-34

God turned Paultestinto atesimony. Because of this trial, a lost man was able

to see true Christianity demonstrated before hig gges.

As we said earlier, people are watching us whemgo through trials, and how

they see us respond will determine their interestur faith. Actions speak louder

than words!



During trials, you can expect God’s deliverance.

1.

2.

Paul and Silas had a wonderful time of felloyshith the jailer, but then they
had to go back to their prison cell.

God sent an earthquake and saved a man arahfily,fbut God still had not
brought deliverance to Paul and Silas from tha.tri

Finally, they were delivered from prison in aywerdinary way, but in a rather
humorous scene. vs. 35-40

Paul and Silas were deliveriedm this trial by enduringhrough this trial.

2 Timothy 3:11 correlates trials with endurance.

We are delivered from so many trials by Godrggvus His grace to endure them
to the end. There is no supernatural deliverangewk are delivered by enduring.
While Paulwvasdelivered from this Philippian prison with somgetnatural
manifestations, later in life he would be delivefemm a Roman prison by
enduring it until death. 2 Timothy 4:18

When a Christian goes through a life-and-da@h he is in a win-win situation.
If he is delivered from the trial alive, he can toue to serve God here on earth.
lif he is delivered from the trial by means of dedte is in heaven with Christ!
Philippians 1:21-23



